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Lingdyat a native religion

Dr. Nagshery K Shetkar Ph.D

0.9.94 “Sharan Sangama”™

Akkamahadevi Colomy, Gandhi Guny Post,
Bidar 585403, Kamataks, Phone 934]1246092

Many great prophets, saints, preceptors and incarmations were bom in this world in the past. Their
sole aim wis the welfare of mankind, But their teachings did not reach the commaon people. Naor did they
enter all the ficlds of life. Divine fulfillment is possible only through finding solutions to afl problems,
Basavanna has solved all those problems. Some teachers were concerned with social problems. Yet others
were bothered about economic and political problems. But it is Basavanna alone who was concerned with
the problems in all the aspects of the life-religious, social, economic und pofitical. He completed all that
his predecessors-preceptors, prophets, messengers of God and philosophers-had left undone. Particularly
from the Indian point of view, Basavanna's preachings are unique and wholesome. It is time now that we
should consider the struggles that he encountered and his findings in severnl fields of fife. It is very

to consider his principles, experiments and achievemnents in the light of his goals.

Basavanna had the experience of life in all its vastness and variety. He went through the mill of
life like any other person. Bul on every occasion and in every context he has shown a now path to
mankind. His native approach is free from the inhibitions, OF caste, age, language or sex. His approach is
universal, 1t does not go stale with the cfflux of time. His words are tne in every age. We, of present
ymimmﬂm“mmhuﬁ:wvmmmmﬁhwmﬁuﬂn
originating from the distant past, illuminating the present and probing into the future, His aim was the
good of all mankind. The sources of his thoughts were liberty and equality. He telieved that through
Dtharma alone that all mankind can come together, It was his firm conviction that the function of Dharma
was not only spiritual; Dharma according to him must aim &t spiritual attainment coupled with warld
prosperity. He believed that this dual goal was the fundamental right of every man.

. Founder of Lingdyar

By inventing Hflingy, establishing Anubhova manfapa, gathering varou Sgrama compuny, and
letting the companions discover Agidvarana, Pancdcdra, Satsthala, Sunya Siddhinta, Kdyaks, Dishoha,
by initisting numerous Sara's into Lingthyat religion, Guru Basaveshwarn is proved to be the founder of
Lingdvat religion.

Sunyn Siddharnra
At the first sight, the word “Shumy™ seems 10 have been borrowed from Huddhistic literature

which advocates an ides more or less negative or nihilistic nature, often illustrated by the extinction of
fire. But in Lingdyar literature it has different connotation which differs from the Dvaife conception, in
which the individual soul though eternal as the universal soul is expected to become perfect us the dawer,
The Advaita conception is rejected as well for the reason that it denies the reality of the individual soul
and material woeld gnd holds the identity of the individual and the cosmic soul. But in Suymya Siddhanta
philosophy of Lingdyatism, it is held that the material world and the individual soul have a reality in God
and these could not be distinguished in the Awabta of unmanifiested stue called Niskal in Lingdvar
}mmmmmﬁmhmnﬂmmmudeithnhyﬂtmwmhspuwwnmﬂ
ufﬂwmmﬂiuml‘tImalluumgnﬁwupﬂuthnﬂnhthdﬂnmuwﬂnd:ﬁﬁﬂicnf‘fﬂ:
cunu:ptimuﬂd:pmiﬁumuﬂumhernuﬂhmyﬂhmmi:ﬂlrﬂmﬁmpﬁhuh
. somewhat akin to St. Paul's interpretation of his spiritual experience which is worded s follows: *lt s no
longer 1 that live, but Christ live thin me” To use here the Limgdyar terminology again, it is the
transformation of Angdnga into Lingdrga, which modem psychology often terms *Sublimation’.
The Lingdvat, as religious beings, starts with Linga and end with Linga and therefore they are
Lingévat 5, not merely because they wear Linga on their bodies.
Such s exalted and pure idea of Linga but also as the ultimate resort of the lives; where they go
and become essentizlly at-one in Muksi To a Lingdwar, Linga is the highest reality capable of being
rmhmdmmughd:wﬂmﬂumﬂpudmnﬁmIMM¢mc:pﬁmnfﬂmuﬂtmmmimnf
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thought, symbol of the formless or the all-formed Almighty, is lofty and edifiving, and there is no trace of
either superstition or any impure and dirty idea aftached 1o L

Lingdyar religion was very shallow and superficial and based their assertion and not on the study
of the literature of the religion, but on the prejudice and scandal- mongering hearsay, Otherwise they
should never have said so if they had studied, the literature with care so 05 to have an insight into the
principles of the religion. On the contrary, C. P. Brown, who cared 1o study the religion betier and had an
insight into its fruth and ideals, says, “This symbol (Lingam) is scparste from indecency in the Hindy
mind as circumpision in the Mobammedan Mind. The Brahmins with their usual love of filth have
connected 4 variely ol obscenilies with Linga worship, but they are whally unknown to the Jamgomar,
wha look upon this idol (a mistaken notion-editor], just as the Catholics do upon a reliquary with deep
veneration- “Hanging a polden stamp about their necks, Put on with holy prayers” ....some very chsoene
stories regarding the origin of the Lingam have been published by various authory. These stories sre
perhaps Brahminical; they have nothing to do with the Jangamar; there here is no mention of the subject
in their books; and | have not met with any Jangama acquainted with these fables.” Such is the emphatic
statement of Mr. Brown made with the dispassionate and impartial spirit regarding the misinterpretations
of the sublime symbol by European writers. Much harm has, therefore, been done to many of the Siw
schools of thought by well-known European writers in whose mind the ides of Lingam, somehow or
Other, i3 so closely nssociated with the Phulla that they cannot see some hidden trace of “Phallic
phscenity™.

“Even in the highest philosophical interpretation of Lingam by some of the mastery writers of this
{Lingdvats) school”. This is obviously all due to their superficial study and consequent Inck of insight into
denivism and Limgdpatism. The unreasonable aspersions ciast upon the Linga and its worship by Lingdvaty
and the exalted philosophical creed of Linghotism” have proved this digression to be false, and it is
justified in the vindication of the truth,

On studying the concept and purpose of intervention GOD the Creator, Organizer and Dissolving
force is 10 enjoy the life in worthy way and meaningfiil way. There are different faiths regarding GOD.
Eminent philosophies argue GOD is Omnipresent, Omnipotent and Omniscient, while some argues
silently sbout GOD, and some deny the existence of GOD. There are various different ways prescribed by
the various faiths to achieve liberstion or oneness with creator.

Lingdvat religion being monotheistic obeys existence of Omnipresent, Omnipotent and
Omniscient and only formless GOD. Shumya Pesthodhisha (president of Shwne Peetha) president of
dnubhova Manjapa spectfy the Lingdvar Concept GOD in the following Vacana

bavala murtigolisidanobba farana
& murtivalli hbhakrisvdvaiave madidanobba farana
& hhoktiyane sujAdnaomubiave magidancobba Saranad
suyfarrvarm lingamukivagi dharisidnobba faranad
fingavane sarvangadalli vedisikongdanabba dorana
 sarvdamgovane nirvdnasamddiivallil nillisidanobba sarama ndnu
nirvanadollt minduy agryanddenendoge bhokrikampltanenisi enna
tannallige barisikondaobba Sarana
Guhesvard nimma farana sAnganabasavamnana shripddava kanguSarapendu
baduiidenn (SWEL1379)
Transkation
A thfn:nt{.irm}hngaﬁ frame to the Formless {Bavou A devotes
E_.TqJ.I'iIF::r_]- has imbibed devotion i that
A dn’ulu{.':mrqms umed that devotion iovwards knowledgeA devotee
) wears the knowledpe as finga
A devotee I{W}hhﬂﬂﬂﬂ!dﬂtﬂﬂgdlnall the parts of the body{SarvAnga)

A devotee (Saranc) has ook sarvdnga 1o attain mirvinasamdodii
A devotee (Sarana) has took me unto him as if

He prgue he attained mirvans samddly pnd became agarna
O Lord Guesiwara | got survived by seen divine feet of Sharane Sdmgana Basavanpa (SVE2/1379)
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In this Facana the president of Anubhava Manjapa Allsma Prabhu is explaining the Concept of
GOD of Lingayar religion prescribed by Gure Basaveshwarn, He explained the Formless GOD is been
defined and symbolized as Linga. Then he motivated devotion, knowledge, the {inga is womn on the body,
he extended devotion aitribute 10 whole body, he attained oneness (Nirvana) with Cod but he did not
disclose 'rt1.us it may not fair. 5o | bow before the Sunguna Bavaverna for this divine conceptual
representation.

In Lingdvar religion formless GOD is symbolized. Worship only Linga in very scientific way of
Lingdnaga yoga (8 new type of YOOA, performed through eyes nnd [sfalings  during the Lingapu/e) as
Lingdvat being monotheistic it utterly condemns polytheism.

lingavanarivade enanaridagu phalavilla
{ingervanaridabalika mattenanaridadeyu phalavilla

sarvakdranc lngavig

lingavne aridaridu lingasAngavane magduve

sdmparukiadely claguve guhesvara (SVEL 1505
Translation
There is no meaning in knowing anything if didn't known the LingaThere
is mo meaning in knowing anything after knowing Linga
Linga ts reason for everything
S0, | do know Lingo again and again, be in the company of Linga only | enjoy
the bliss of Sarana company O Lord Guheshwara, (SVS2/ 1505)

Through this above Facarna Allamapeabhu specifies the significance of Linga and knowledge of
Lingu is been most relevant for GOD. So being the part.and parcel of the Sarama (devotess) company
leads towards the oneness with God,

Plenty of Varama evidence specifying formless GOD concept of Lirgdwal 4 there in Swma
Nidafdnza . It is a very perfect conceptual explanation as weil as central devotional theme.

A religion may be defined as a system of belief in the superhuman power, which governs the
course of the universe and the human life in it, and it is entitled to some form of worship from the homaen
beings for atmining eternal happiness. The system of belief connotes doctrines concerning the relations of
the universe man God. The superhuman Power, and explain how God, as the Almighty Power, creates,
sustnins, and destroys or reabsorbs the Universe. They also explain and lay down the procedure and
methods of worshipping God for the human beings so that they may be free from the trammels of the
warldly life and attain eternal happiness by the prace of God Thus a religion has two pars (1) the
philosophy and {2) the practice. The former explains the work of god with the universe and the latter the
way of attaining the grace of God for the liberation and final beatitude. The practice of a religion is based
on the philosophy of the religion. Such is the ides of religion for all practical purpose, however
functionary it may be, The Lingivat religion has both parts in it distinct to itself and can, therefore, claim
to be distinct religion.

Basavanna was nol theoretician. He was not lost in endless anpuments winch lead man nowhere.
He was not for flourishing barren scholurship. He freely mingled with people of all sorts. Not for him the
barriers of caste or creed, colour or country, language or sex. He devoted his whole life for living among
the people as their fellow brethren with the understanding and sympathy for them and he succeeded in
this mission.

The world has seen in past @ number of philosophers, with their own philosophies and great
doctrines, Still, Basavanna was different from them. He was of the earth, but not earthy. In this very
framework he showed us a straight and simple path-a path which anybody could follow. There are people
who renounced the wealth, the women, name and fame. They believed in standing apart at 5 distance. Just
as an ideal 1eacher mingles with the children and teaches them, Basavanns was a pant of humanity
which he showed the path divine.

He did not keep himsell away from woman, wealth or possessions. According 1o him, God's
creation 15 a3 welcome a3 God lumself 1T God 13 end-gll, the world iz the be-all; one is the end, the other
the means. Having been bomn in the world, one should make the world medium through which he should
see the Lord of creation. He was a man of the world and yet was bevond it. He was n superman; vet he
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was human with all the fellow feeling. He toiled for bringing to everyone the right and privileges of life
that he himself possessed.

The thoughts of Bassvanna are needed for the welfire of the whole world although he was born
in India and spoke in a language not known to the rest of the world. He employed Kannada language as
the vehicle for thoughis in an inspiring and effective way. Even a person could not understand Kannada
could feei that his thoughts were lofty and effective. Hence, people speaking different lanpuspges were
aftracted by him. The people coming from Kashmir, Kalirge and Sowrnshtra became one with
Kanmadigas. His thoughts ond words were like the philosopher’s stone. Hence, his words echoed the
message of other world teachers. His teachings are as much of others as they are of the Kannadigas.

By following the above all aspects of Lingdyar religion is compatible 1o the contempaorary aspects
Nature and scope of religions such as: Concept, Significance of and approach to the study of Religion
{Historical, Anthropological, Sociclogical, Philosophical, Phenomenological and etc.), Founder and
Profounder of Religion, Major Seripture, Individual and social aspéct of Religion, Harmony of religions
end interfaith dialogue Modern Challenges to religion (Materalism, Rationslism, Agnosticism and so on).
Significance of Lingdvar Religion with respect to Philosophy

Lingayat religion provide sbundant literature in lucid language to understand general and
fundamental problems connected with reality, existence, knowledge, values, reason, mind, and language.
Limgdvar religion is distinguished from other ways of addressing problems by its critical, penemaily
systematic approach and reliance on rational argument. Lingdvat religion is competent to refer for the
mosi basic beliefs, concepiz, and attitudes of an individus! or group,

dayverviilads dharmavadevidayd
dayavebeky sarvaprdnigaleliaralli
denviarve dharmada mulawnng
kndalavangandnanialladollanayyd (SVS1/247)

Translation
What sort of religion can it be without compassion?
Compassion needs must be towards all living things;
Compassion is the root of all religious faiths:
Lord Kudsln Sengs does nol care For
what is nos like this, -V of 247

By means of Suyasthala philosophy it weakened the theory of transmigration and destroved the
roots of rebirth. Although there is a way in Hinduism for emancipation throuph jAdna Margo it is
extremely difficult to secure, ns it is meant only for the select few, For an ordinary family man there s no
certainty as o when he will attain lo this final goal though he seeks for it in eamest and dioes nll that the
seriptures demand for him. But this institution removed the uncertainty by ensuring the atainment of the
final goal in this very life to every individual who accepted its faith, In Vedic literature we find no such
hopeful promises being made except to the Sammdsir.

It ended the struggle for supremacy between jiifina, Bhaksl and Karma, by giving them equal
imponance which according to Lingdyat tennnts are physically represented by Gurw, Linga and Jangama.
The Bhagavad-Gita which typically represents the same sympathetic view may be said to be wanting in
Lingdvat interpretation,

It lzid stress upon family life which in its opinion was in no way a disqualification 1o salvation as
opposcd to Buddhism and Jainism which closed their doors of salvation against the householder unless he
abandoned his family and become a Sarpdsd or member of the Sangha, Lingdvar saints of the 12th century
re the living examples of the above mentioned principle and even the great reformer whao i believed o be
the incamation of the sacred bull or Siva was not an exception 1o this.

The Lingdyat religion is well equipped and stable enough to fulfill the all aspects to provide “love
of wisdom" (liternl meaning of Philosophy). Philosophies of Lingdvar religion propose scientific

. reasoning, virtual mentslity, and progressive vision, democratic and universal welfare in lucid and
. gommon man's words. Holy Facama literature i5 & treasure of inspiration in all the walks of life.
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Sigoificance of Lingdvar Religion with respect to Pheaomenology
The Limgdyar religion describe the method to make possible “n descriptive account of the

essential structures of the directly given.™ Facang iiterature is competent to emphasize the onmedincy of
expenence, the attempt to 1solute it and set 1t off from all sssumptions of exisience or causal influence and
luy bare its essentiol structure. Il restnicts the philosopher's attention to the pure data of cons¢inusness,
uncontemineted by metaphysical theories or scientific assumptions. Husserl's concept of the life-world as
the individuml's personal warld as directly experienced expressed this sume iden of immediacy,

kdpads kafavalakkanil ke ' ennem
jvanopdyakke “laypd ' enmenu
‘vad bhicrvam tad bhavari ' wei barali, siri baralibeku

begermeriayyd
& nimma harenw, mdnvarg begeny
dne mimmdne, kudalasangamadevad (SVS1/696)
Translation

Fearing the body's pains, | do not say *Protect me, Lord!”
Fearing for means of life, | do not say "Grant me, O Lord 1" As
the heart is, so s the fruil®
Let woe come, or wealth come, [ do not say “T want or do not want', [ do not
hope for it Either from man or God- So, I swear by you, LordK udala
Sangama! (V of B693)

It regarded the gemile sex o8 nono way infenor (o men o spiritual maners. Consequoently the
contributions in religious experience from the gentle sex were not only heartily welcomed but also more
highly appreciated than that of men. The exceptional stittude of the institution towards the gentle sex
exchanged, so o say, the destiny of Indian women &s opposed o Jainism and Brahmanism in which the
une demed the right of salvation and the other the right of studying scriptures except Purdnas, to the fiir
sex. It produced personalities like Mahadevivakka, Satyskka and Muktayakka, women of steriing
character and remarkable independence of thought and action and was also the cause of a valuable
production of Facamay by many suthoresses whose religious experience sometimes far surpassed that of
mer.

It experimented on a small scale and solved the problem of wplifing and educating the
untouchables who stand even today outside the pale of Hinduism, Déstitute of the sense of human rights.
Lingdyatiem of the day gave them education in the true sense of the term enabling them to express their
feelings and thoughis in their mother longue. In consequence we find every one of them an author of
Facanas in which he skillfully allegorizes his professions illustrating the spiritus] tniths he has found.

Such representative women or ststers were afterwards called “the gentle sex-saints of
Ling@vorism” und they may be numbered sbout 30. It became the power-house of the dynumo of
Lingdyarizm which kindled many & cold soul and brought & mirsculous change in the lives of the most
sinful men and women.

Philosophies end ethical values of the nga:,w religion are providing practical instances for
Husserl's detailed description of conscious :mmunu, without recourse 1o explanation, metaphysical
assumptions, and traditional philosophical questions.

Remarks based on the evidence/reference from Vacane Literature, instances of Lingdyar religion
and reliable data significance of various ethical factors of Lingdwat  religion comply with the
contemporary sspects of historical, anthropological, sociological, philosophical and phenomenological
Views.

Through eight coverings (Aspivarana); Gueu, Linga, Jungama, Vibhut, Mantra (Chant), and
Karupa Prasdda. Five Practices (Panchachara)) Saddefra, Sivdedra, LingSedra, Brumicdra and
Ganicira. Six Stages (aims) (Shatasthala):Bhakta, Maheda, Prasidi, Pramafingi. Sarana and Alkya.
KGvaka and Dashooha, Anubhava Manjapa.
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Significance with respect o the various aspects Lingdvat religion offers unique contribution o
emphasize human life with eternal values, universal fraternitv-equality, ctc. Thus the majority of the
epprentices that joined the Mamjapa or Spintual Academy were family men and the names of the
successful candidates who obtained salvation in thiz very life are published in a booklet calied Gonae-
Sahasra and they are popularly known as 770 Amaragonar meaning hosts of immortals.

In other words, it is a kind of complete self-abnegation of reducing the “Flesh™ or the: Lower self
o zero point. In terms of Mystic psychology, it 15 the merging of the individual consciousness into
universal consclousness,

Philosophy of Lingdyar religion is not opposed 1o any other religion or theology. On the other
hand, i1 helps to give the distinct idea and clear meaning of human values, I eradicaies the
miisinterpretations of fundamental concepis. They can be analyzed / evaluated through the research-work

only.
Lingdyat n native religion profound by Guru Basaveshwara in |12th Century; it has very scientific

ethics, practices and most progressive values. Guru Basaveshwara enriched Lingdyar religion with world

bumanitarian values; scientific reasoning practices and universal frame work. Lingdyar religion complies

all the aspects taken in this study, and even then Limgdyat religion is also a very unique religion found to

contend the false rituals. It's indeed a native religion of India which fulfills most of the essentials to be &

religion and even it has the capability of becoming role mode! 1o the contemporary times,

Abbriviations

V of B = Vachaner of Bassvanna translation of Vachana's of Basavanna into English published by
Annana Balaga, Sirigere. Taluka and Dist Chitradurga. Kamataka 1967. No denotes serial
number of Vachana in the book,

SVS = Semagra Vochano Samputa, Collestion of Vachane in |5 Yolumes, Publisher; Kannada Pusaka
Pradhikar, (Government of Karmataka) Bengaluru 1993

terms

mﬂﬂﬂmﬁz Special Philosophy regarding the Creator Sustainer and Dissolver {God).

Astavaran ; Eight coverings for the life of the devolee. Gury, Linga, Jangama, Vibkuri, Mantra (Chent),
Karuna Prasida

Pancdedra: Five practices. Saddedra, Shvdciva, Lingdcdra, Brutydodra and Gandedra

mﬁﬂ{ﬂm{ﬁmwumqujmq Maheia, Prasadi, Prapalingi, Sarana

A

Intaiinga : Centre theme of the Lingfival religion manifestation of formless God Theme 1o worship
weapon of equality.

KSvaka and Dasoha: Everyone is to work for individual survival (Kyaka) and evervone is to contribute
part of earning by doing Kédvaka to the society/needy Dasoha).

Anubhava Manfapa : A council type body formed by Basaveshwarn to discuss regarding finalization

of ethics and proceedings were recorded in the form of Facana,

Facana Literature: Typical Oath's (writings) based on experience and knowledge, which provide very
high maral, spiritual inspirations and crystal clear knowledge about supreme reality and a szable
guide in respect of all the comers of the life-

Lingdyai; believer of the religion worship theme the symbolic representation of GOD as Istallnga

 (rama-Sahasra’ Amaraganas: hosts of immortals.
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Concept of faith in Christianity
Dr. Noel Dan
Associnte Professor (Philosophy )
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College Jabalpur.

Faith is the camal or core of all religious specially in Judaism and Christianity. The faith is the
moat fundamental element and a significant tenet of all religious life and behaviour, It is the very core the
heart and centre of religion. There cannot be no religion without faith. Without religious belief it is
impossible to have faith. Both religlous belief and frith are directly related.

Biblically fuith is considered a belief and trust in god based on evidence but without total proof.
In general terms it is used as tking a leap of fuith Feith has & commeon element which s called trust,
weather you are putting faith in a person duty or belief, trust is a necessity.

Hible defines fithas:
Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen
Hebrews 11:1

It means that we believe in the things, which are nol scen up tll now, that they exist In other
words, faith is almost the certainiy of things not seen of course this certainty is not bomn of scientific
knowledge nor through reason but it comes by faith which we have on our Jord Jesus. Faith and external
knowledpe or renson nre not opposed to each other but for Kant, therefore, faith has subjective certainty
sufficient for action, but insufficiemt for ohjective knowledge. Hence a proper relation hns 1o be
established between faith and knowledge.

Thus according to kant, it can be said that is the case of faith there is not sufficient evidence for
reasonable certainty, but there felt certainty for action is felt or, commitment for action. for this reason
kant, has stated,

‘1 have therefore found it necessary to deny knowledge, in order to make room for faith.*

(Kant, critique of pure reason tr. By N.K smith abridge edition P.22 )

According to kant faith has to do with practical reason but it must be conceded that even full
commitment for action, Which is the soul of religion must be reasonable. Yes it is reasonable, but it
cannot be clearly and distinetly stated as Cardinul Newman state In [iith not a mind, but & person reasons
arid fmith |5 the result of a global impression.

Faith is the product of whole man and naturally it cannot be analysed into clear and precise steps
of cognition along. This is what is known as the illative sense. However, a few characteristics of faith arc
below,

A. The object of faith in the religion is the ultimate concern of man or, what man considers (o be his
object of worship, devotion,

B. Faith cannot be reduced to ordinary or scientific knowledge

. Faith means the whole man at work and means all pervasive attitude to the whole realily, society

and his total or global relationship. .

0. It is matter of & man's todal self in evolvement and full commitment to a certain field of actions.

Hence, faith is the response of the whaole man to his whole lived reality.

Prof. Paul Schmidt has subdivided belief into four kind
(1) Rational belief (IT) A rational (I1I)lrrational (TV) non rational

The teaching of lord Buddha and Jesus Christ comes under the rational beliefs.

Prof. Schmidt does not illustrate the irmational belief, but irmational belief may contain the
postulstes of religious belief for example, the doctrine of ransmigration, the creatorship of God and so
o

Myths in religious belief come under this type of example, the virgin birth of Jesus, birth of
Pandvas through gods etc. The myths are not superstitious, but they moy be fiving or dead.

Non-rational helief does not require any evidence. The theory of Karl Barth according to which
the truth of Christianity is & gift of God.
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We can say that the function of faith is nat 10 know so much, a8 it has to do with becoming of
man, Through one’s faith man wants to becoine the very deity whom he worships, or, whose teachings he
wanis o follow, A Christian wants 1o become Christ himsell and a follower of Buddhs aims st becoming
Buddha itself.

Characteristics of Taith-

1. ‘The concept of faith is very unique and magnificent in Christianity. It possesses higher values. The

higher values may be widespread sharing of the belief or the practical fruit fullness of it, It is guite

evident that unless we regard something as very unigue, very potential and superior we can have no
trust in it

The commitment is another very importanl featzre of faith. We feel allegiance 1o festure of feith. We

try to be loyal and attnched 1o it in both in thought and action,

3, Sacrifice towards the object of faith is another vital feature, William James wrote about beliel
something upon which we are prepare to act. This means that faith without action is like a tree
without fruits, it is barren, sterile and stagnant. James (2:14-20)wrote in his letter- “what good 15 it
my beothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have work? Can that faith save him...7 But
someone will say, you have faith and | have works show me your faith apart from your works, and |
will show you my faith but my works "

4, Self-surrender toward object of faith is necessary element. A person who has given up and forsaken
his personal will and regards, make himsclf as an instrument for the realization of some supreme will
can joyfully sacrifice anything and everything what he has. Faith is the source of inspiration and i
plays great role in human's life,

Trust in unseen is one of the most striking festure of faith. As a matier of fact, no faith of any
form religious or secular, is at all possible unless we have implicit trust in the efficiency and reality of
invisible forces.

As a matter of fact, both in moral and intellectual sphere faith is simple unavoidable. No human
or religious relationship can sustein without faith.

Thus we discovered the all-pervasive faith in human life and though it may not be contradictory
to reason, et it is not to be brought under resson.

As St. George Ist say, “if the work of God could be comprehended by reason, o would no longer
wonderful, and faith would have no ment if reasan provided proof”” though faith and reason are not
contradictory and, therefore a call to faith is not necessarily a call to abandon reason. Reason is always
inferential. It is a passage from known to unknown. But faith is very different, faith is neither true nor
false, but for & man nothing more true than his faith. But & faith unreasoned is pot a faith but an illusion
created by selfish people.

Now we will examing the concept of faith in Christianity. Faith in Christianity is not dogmatic
but pragmatic. Within Christianity, faith is oflen considering in terms of believing God's promises,
- grusting his faithfulness and relving in god’s character.

Christianity believes in the new Covenant, established between god and human beings, and in the
doctrine of salvation by faith alone.

According to Christian tradition faith requires a belief in the resurrection of Jesus. Faithon the
. death of cross and resurmection is & proof to believe the god's plan for the redemption of mankind from

the Adam's sin; and sins onward committed by human generution.

The precise understanding of the term faith differs among the various Christian traditions. Despite
shese differences, Christians agree that faith in Jesus lies st the core of the Christian tradition.

According 1o berk hof, *fuith is one step beyond religion”. In Christianity faith 18 considered a

virtue,

According to Thomas Aquinas, faith is the act of the intellect assenting to a Divine truth owing o
the movement of the will, which is iself moved by the gruce of god. (St. Thomas I1-11 Q. IV, a2)
Faith is a gift supernaturally bestowed upon the understanding.

Faith comes by listening the word of god.

In Christinn theology fuith is not only believing in a super natra,| but faith is-a seed that is soon
By the word of god and it flourish when we apply itin day o day Tife.
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Christianity”.

He describes faith in two sense, in first sense it is simple belief. In second sense it is the art of
holding on to things your reason has onceaccepted.

Faith as a gift of God, Paul says, by grace you have been saved through faith. Christian faith has
an implication in day to day life.

Jesus said if you have faith and do not doubt....... You can say to this mountain Go through
vourself into the see and it will be done.
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Environmental Protection and Islam: A Philosophical Analysis

Drr. Anmir Rivaz
Associate Professar
Aligarh Muslim University

Islam is an Ambic word which comes from the root word ‘Salm 'which means peace, and from
“stim ‘which means submission. It meany acquiring peace by submitting your will to the Almighty. So, the
word Istim has dual meaningof submission and pesce; and only when we submit to the will of Almighty,
we can find peace, peace within us as individual, peace between man and man, peace between man and
nature, When we submit our will to Almighty, then we understand that whatever we have,may it be our
power, fI:;iIL knowledge and potential which are granted 1o us, are given by Almighty. Dr. Bilal Philips
once sa
“Islam is not what Muslims do but what they are supposed 1o do,”
1 will again quote an Urdu couplet here;
Bhagwan ko sabhi ne karliyaspne naam
Mandir men mamraamkisi ne nahikivi,
Masjid namazivon se khachakhachbharirah
Sajda ba-ehternamkisi ne nahikiva.
lslam is not only & religion of performing rituals but is a way of life, which are bused on the following
SOUrces:
. The Quran: The word "“CQuran’ is derived from the Arabic word *Quarra’ which means *to read’,
It is the divine communication and a revelation and is the first and most suthentic source of [slam,
It consists of 114 chaplers and 6666 verses, Out of that nearly 260 of the total verses talk about
environment and environment related issues.

L. The Sunnar and Ahadith (Traditions); Sunnat is the model behavior of the Prophet and the

En:minn of what the Prophet said, did .or tacitly allowed is called Hadirkor Traditions. The
*Whatever the Prophet gives accept it and whntever he forbids abstain from it."{Surah Al-Hashr
Verse 07)

It is further suid in The Owran;

“Obey Allah and obey the Prophets " { Surnh Al-lmran: Verse, 32)
This is further mentioned in SurahAl-Meida: Verse, 92, Surah An-Mur: Verse, 52 and
Surah At-Taghabun: Verse, 12 of The Quran
3. The [jma (Consensus of opinions): ljma is considered as one of the important sources in Isiam
but the authority of [jma as a source of Islam is also founded on The Qurar and the Hadith. It is
defined us an agreement of the jurists among the followers of Prophet Mohammad in & particular
age on & particular question of Taw.

4. The (Hyas (Analogical deductions): Qiyas means reasoning by analogy from the above three
sources Le. The (hran, the Sunnat and ljma. In Qiyes, rules nre deduced by the exercize of
reason. (liyas does not purport to create new law, but merely to apply old estublished principles to
nEW Circumstances.

are three schools in Islam:

i: Hannfi, Maliki, Safei and Hanbali,

g Athna-Ashana, Ismailyas and Zaidyns.

: Almost extict

has honored humnn beings in many ways. Even the knowledge which human beings have is not

shared by angels. Human beings have been made the master of those creatures and sustenance that are

useful for them. As Allak says in The Chran;

“We have honored the sons of Adam; provided them with transport on land and sea; given them for

out of good things of life, and fuvored them fiar above most of our creations.” (Surah Al-lsra:
VYerse. T
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In the universe everything is under the control of Allak; nothing stands by itsell. But we find 1oday that
disruption In the environment threatens our control of it and we have startedthinking about the situation
Miﬂwmmimtw.mwﬂmhmmmmmﬂﬂhmm
functions within s anti-environment. Today's society is just concentrafing On ECONOMIC PrOTess and
nmn-i:lgairlmﬂisukupmmdmmwwmﬂingﬂsnw:muﬁngmimmmndmﬂnﬂi&
and for that we have only one source from where we can extract i.e., Earth,

Environmentalists point out many destructive results of human science and its application in the modem
world. There can be a very few pﬁﬂﬂlinhw{llﬂwd:l}'wlmmmtwmﬂfﬂtpmhlmmlmdm
:MMMWLQH:WM@EMM&HH:WMcleM
could raise sea level, sub-merge low-lying lind and reduce the world’s habitat area. If it continues, it will
nmﬂumplﬂed:hnuﬂlmufﬂmwm!dwiﬂdnmyun.mdﬂahnﬂinﬂugmm;

“Mischief has appeared on land and sea because of whast the hands of men have done,
the Almighty may give them a taste of some of their deeds, in order that they may
return back " { Sursh Ar-Rum: Verse, 41)

Ihgwﬂrﬂmﬂnmﬂrﬁ;lnmymhmﬂwim&:mmM!mgupmpb respect Almighty
and the way He has set His creation in order, He will help them.
It is mentioned in The Chiran;

“Dyoy not mischief on the earth affer it has been set in order, but call on Him with fear and
longing because mercy of Allsh in near to those who do good.” (Surah Al-Araf:
Verse, B)

mp:mmﬁmnnh:mﬁmm:mﬂ:dmvimnnmﬁmm issues are one of the very important aspects of
&mh!mﬂi:hismmdmmdinfhﬂwmmdmuf&:ﬁmﬂmmmm Islamic perspective
unmﬂmmﬂmﬂmhupnﬁtiwhnnﬂlhﬂmldmmdhwilmﬁmyﬁngle miatter the humaen
hﬂng:fmmmhﬁuiuﬂ:nwimwﬂfdumﬂnh is the duty of every human being to protect
environment in a proactive manner. As it is mentioned in The (haran,

“It is He {Almighty) who has appointed you (Mankind) as regent of this earth,” (Surgh

Allah has a definite purpose behind the creation of different species Le., plants, animals and human
beings. Tnmiuﬂinw:cn[ngimlhhnumdﬂrrdﬂimuhiphﬁwmliﬁngmﬁ:mwm
environment is the duty of every human being. It is an essential duty of every Muslim to protect the
environment and to ensure the safe custody of the environment.
Iriam:rliumdmmgm-mrhﬂdmnﬂim#:vﬂyhimlimmwmmﬁmmﬂmdnltl.nlrunun'ﬂ-
i:nﬂmlymmmmﬂmnfnmtxplﬁtﬁmhnﬂmm sustninable development. As Alloh says
in The Quran;
“1 {5 He who has appointed you viceroy on earth.” (Surah Al-Bagarsh: Verse, 30)
Allah further says in The Charan,
“0) children of Adam! . eat and drink, but do pot waste, for Allah loves not the waster.” {Sursh Al-Araf:
Verse, 31)
chﬂﬂngliuprﬂﬁﬂimnfthrmﬁmnmﬂﬂﬂmh further says;
“ and do not desire any mischief in the land. For, God loves not those who do mischief™ (Surah
Yums: Verse, 77)
It is further mentioned in The (huran;
R Snmmdﬁ-jrtuﬂlusmmmﬁdmdhrﬂud.A:hidmmi:vilurmiuhi:fmtl-:
garth, spreading corruption.” (Surih Al-Bagarah: Verse, 60)
Wllﬁwbﬂa:h:mmnrmuﬂ?lﬁufﬂ:umﬂuwfnui#mnfﬂwmmtprmimﬁm&mmthn:ﬂ'rlh.
We cannot imagine life on this earth without water. Water is a major issue of cancern and said that water
can be o major cause if the next world war happens. Water pollition is another issue which is of major
concern. Water pollution J!mydmmh:nLth;iﬂlwph;ﬁtﬂ:hmg:htwﬂnqmlily“mﬂul
harmful effect mﬁﬁmmhmmmﬂﬁwmmﬁwlcmrdmﬂmltmmwIh.:ﬂ'ﬂ
is the leading worldwide cause of deaths and diseases, and that for the deaths of more than 10,000 people
daily.
iqmmummﬂﬂw:h:hnmuwdﬂuﬁwﬂingmﬂiﬂmufwm
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Kuch sagaron men zahrhai, kuch men sharabhiad
Ye mns'alahaipyas ka kaisebujhayen hum.
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WHO report on drinking water shows that still around |4 billion people do not have sceess to safe
drinking water in the world. Everyday around 9,300 people die because of water borne diseases. John F,
Kennedy regarding the problem of water said;
“Anyone who can solve the problem of water will be worthy of two Noble Prizes-one for Peace
and one for science, ™
Kofi Annan in 2001 said,
“Fierce competition for fresh water may well become & source of conflict and wars in future.”
i The Cheran the word “water’ occurs more than sixty times, *rivers’ more than 50 times and ‘the sea”
than 40 times,
find so many references of water in The Quran, As Allak says in The Qwuran;
“We made from water every living thing. ™ (Sumh Al-Anbiva: Verse, 30)
‘niivmnfﬁtﬂurmnxpmmnmﬂm:cinIJrHEMwhi:hhmﬁmmympudb}'mm.
It has three-fold mesning;
| Water and specifically the sea was the environment within which the prototype of all living
matter o ginated;
2 Among all the innumersble liquid only water has the peculiar properties necessary for the
emergence and development of life; and
3. The protoplasm which is the physical basis of every living cell including animals and plants,
consist overwhelmingly of water,
diiah has mentioned the benefit of water in the following verse;
“We send down pure water from the sky, that we may thereby give life to a dead land and provide
drink for what we have created; cattle and men in grest numbers.” (Sursh Al-Furgan: Verse, 48-
49)
The same concept is repeated in Sursh Al-Bagarah: Verse, 164 and Surah Az-Zukhruf:Verse, 11 of The

The (Juran provides practical method about the use of water and such a vital and valuable resource should
mot be monopolized by the powerful and privileged section of the socicty. Regarding the distribution of
water, The Cwran gives very clenar guidelines. As Allah says in The Qwran;
“Tell them that water is to be divided or disiribiged between them, with such share of water
equitably apportioned.” (Surah AlQamar: Verse, 28) .
addition to the prohibition on monopoly of water, there is the prohibition on excess and wastefulness in
ing water which is mentioned in Surah Amaf:Verse, 31 of The Qurom;
“Eat and drink but do not be excessive because Allsh loves not the wasters.™
same concept is repeated at another place in The Quran;
"Do not squander {substance) wastefully, for the wasteful are the devils brother.” { Al-lsra: Verse,
26)
pollute water of seas and rivers is strictly prohibited in The Quran which comes under the category of
or cormuption.
Allah mentioned in The Quran:
ion does appear on land and ses because of (the evil) which men's hands have done.” { Sumh
: Verse, 41)
we can say that in Islam to conserve water, to use it sensibly, to keep il clean, is not only a
act butis considered an act of worship and charity,

15 8 famaus story told by the Muslims to protect the environment is the instruction given by the first

Abu Bakr to his army. In addition to instruct his army not to harm women, children and the infirm,
them not to harm animals, destroy crops or cut down trees.
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Prophet Mohammad (PBLH) taught his follower not to be extravagant, to protect plant and animal life
and to worship Almigity by being merciful to the creation, | would like to share someHadithof Prophet
Mohammad which 1= an excellent indicator to reflect the lslamic faith as a relevant environmental
movement, | quote from one Hadith®;
“If & Muslim plant & tree or sows seeds, and then a bird, or a person or an animal ests from it it is
regarded as a charitable gift {Sedgah) for him.™ (Al-Bukhar, Book: 39, Vol. 3, Hadith: 513)
Prophet Mohammad further suggested people to plant a tree even if it is your last deed. As Prophet savs;
“I1 the hour (the day of resurnection) is about 1o be established and one of you was holding a palm shoot,
let him take the advantage of even one second before the hour is established to plant it" (Al-Bukhari,
Book: 39, Vol. 3, Hadith: 545)
Islamic philosophy iy against deforestalion as it is evident from the following Hadith. Abdullah ibn
Habashi reporied that Prophet Mohammad said;
“Anyone who cuts o tree without any genuine reason or justification, Alian will send him 1o hellfire,” (Al-
Bukhan, Book: 39, Vol. 3, Hadith; 555)
The fourth Caliph Haerat Al very beautifully put forth the Islamic approach towards the use of natural
resources when he said;
*All human beings as well as animals and wildlife enjoy the right to share earth's resources.
Man's abuse of any resources s prohibited as the juristic principle says; what leads 1o the
prohibited is prohibited.™
There nre so many authentic traditioms of Prophet Mohammad who guided everyone for the proper use
and conservation of waler, The whole book 40, Vol 3 of Bukhar] Sharif walks shout the distribution of
wiler and proper use of water. | quote one Hadith from this book.
Narrated Abu Huraira: The Prophet said, there are three types of men whom Allah will neither talk to, nor
look at, on the day of Resurréction. They are;

I. A man who takes an oath falsely that he has been offered for his goods 30 much more than what
he is piven.

2. A man who takes n false oath after the Asr prayer in order to grab a Muslim’s property.

3. A man who withholds his superfluous waler,

Allah will say to him, “Today I will withhold my grace from you as you withheld the superfluity
of what vou have not created "(Al-Bukhari, Book: 40, Vol 3, Hadith: 557)
As Prophet Mohammad said;
“People are co-owner in three things; water, fire and pasture."{ Al-Bukhan, Book: 40, Val. 3,
Hadith: 548)
Prophet Mohammad further says that Allah does not look with favor upon those who do not share water
with others, who do not use it properly. As it is mentioned;
Narrated Abu Hurmira: The Prophet said, “There are three persons whom Allah will not ook on the Day
of Resurrection, nor will he purify them and theirs shall be & severe punishment. They are:

1. Aman who has surplus water and denies the use of it 1o a traveler,

2. A man who gave a pledpe of allegiance to 4 ruler and he gave it only for worldly benefits If the
ruler gives him something, be gets smisfied, and if the ruler withholds something from him, he
gets dissatisfied.

3. And man displayed his goods for sale after the Asr prayer and he said. ‘By Allah, except whom
none has the right 1o be worshipped, | have been given so much for my goods, and somebody
believes him.( Al-Bukhari, Book: 40, Viol. 3, Hadith: 547)

It is Turther mentionsd;
Narrated Abu Huraira: The Prophet said,
“Dio not withhold the superfluous water, for that will prevent people from grazing their cattle.” (Al-
Bukhari, Book: 40, Vol. 3, Hadith: 543)
He who withholds water in order to deny the use of pastures, Allah withholds from him His mercy on the
day of resurrection."{ Al-Bukhari, Book: 40, Vol. 3, Hadith: 546)
The Prophet further said:
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“Eyeess in the use of water is forbidden, even if you have the resources of 4 whole river.” (Al-
Bukhnri, Book: 40, Vol. 3, Hadith: 549)
‘While concluding. | can say that Islamic principle as mentioned in The (heran and Hodith, if they are
sheyed with firm determination would reduce the problems refated to environment, i not removed
mplutely,mmhﬂmhjﬂmmhmﬂwulﬂmhﬂiﬂiﬁ{mlhmﬁt%
creation, So, It is the responsibility of each of us to use what little power we have to make things better,
ot WiIse.
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Abstract

The primary focus of this paper is fo delineste how the realisation of God helps humans fo attain
their destiny. In monotheistic beliefs, God is typically seen as the Supreme Being, the creator, and the
central figure of faith, The conventional conception of God includes eternal and necessory existence.
along with omnipoleni, omniscieni, omnipresence, and omnibenevoleri. According to orthodox systems,
God's umity or oneness is also more thar just o mathematical or logical notion. They have explored thelr
view on God in the Ishvara theory and they hawe comsidered that Veday are the ultimate sovrce of the
knowledge of God. More specifically in the yoga system, God iy as comsclowsness of IRl COMFCIoUmEEs
leads to God. According o Patanjali, God s considered as VisheshaPurusha (Tshvaral who i unaffected
by inflrmity, deed, the result of an oction, or the latemt impressions thereof. For Descartes, God is a
substance that fs infinite, independent, omniscient, omnipotent, etc. According to his omtological
urgument, the essence of Gad iy to be a Perfect Being. God cxisis so it iy possible to comceive of God, The
cxistence of God is considered the perfection of God He says that it's a category of Primary Ideas that b
the innate idea of God - the existence of God and the immortality of the soul are demonatrated Both the
Yo system and Descartes embrace the idea that there is a God and thai is Cawsa-Suf and we can unite
with God through self-realisation and the development of our self-kmowledge
Keywords: VisheshaPuruvha, Innate Idea, Consciowmess, Supreme Being. Perfect Being, eic.

1. [Introductory Remarks:

The observation of the study begins with this question what is man? It is a core philosophical
inquiry or very much fundamental question of philosophy regarding man. It is the highest aim of
philosophical inquirythat sppeared to be the general acknowledgment of man and the self-knowledge of
mar.. It means man can be undersiood with the acknowledgment of his or her sclf-knowledge. There are
several views regarding man and the acknowledgment of man but in modern philosophy the inquiry about
man best on certain philosophical principles more specifically theCartesian principle. The Cartesian
principle is well routed in the advancement of psychological knowledge which functions as a method or
tool to understand the notion of man and the destiny of man. Because, Cartesian principles basically
determine the problem of human understanding and try to solve the problem on the basis of immediate
awarerioas such os feelings, emotions, perceptions, thoughts, and experiences. Morcover, before
Descartes, Aristotle declared that to define a man or to acknowledge man, knowledge and self-knowledge
or conduct und the projection of action and reactions have to be accountable. Moreover, he argued that the
hasic tenet of man is to know something internally as well as externally. It is the highest charecteristic of
man because it signifies what man is. Before Aristotle, Plato argues that man is an intellectual, cultural,
and socio-political conscious being. In terms of knowledge, man believes in double-fold worlds; the ldeal
world, as well as the empirical world, are the sources of our knowledge. Morcover, about the nature of
human knowledge, he has made the degrees of the forms and ideas both horizontal and vertical ways. If
we go back to the philosophy of Plato regurding man or acknowledgment of man, we will notice certain
parndigm shifts of philosophical inquiry - primitive cosmology to primitive anthropology which is based
on the fundamentnl issue —of what man bs. Sometimes we considered that it's & paradigm shift of
mythological explanation to psychological explanation regarding the origin of man and the origin of the
universe as well. Besides, it is also considered that the study of the origin of man and the universe arc
symmetrical in nature more often we perceive it in the fragrance of religion. Apart from this, it can be
cansidered that man is a being builder of self-knowledge which is subject to curiosity, philosophical
segacity, and philosophical speculation. It's very fundamental to human stiribulions thst man is & man
who is the maker of good, the thinker of good, and the speaker of good. 1t is the moral obligation of man
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which inculcated that it is the highest form of human life which is about “know thyse!f™ That is stated by
Kant in his crifical principle of the categorical imperative, There is an important dictum which is declared
by Socrutes if we neglect or do not include prohably all of the projections of our thoughts regarding the
acknowledgment of man and the basic tenet of man will be disqualified or worthless. That is “an
uncxamined fife is not worth living", The philosophical significance of this dictum is that & heing who is
called a man cannod be acknowledged without certnin orientations such as mornl orientation, social
onientation, religious orientation, epistemic and metaphysical orientation, ete, In Yoga System, ‘voga'
means the unification of mind, body, and Soul. It's considered a grand unification. So, it is known as the
unificatory science which is based on the unitary method that i meant for self-integration. Before the
Yoga system, in The Bhagavad Gita, there is an snalogy that the chariot symbolizes the human, the horses
represent the energies of the mind and Lord Krishna is the Soul who unites all these together und
commands to act according to this unification. It signifies the journey of human life. Without this
unification, the joumney of life is nol possible, It s also considered that through the process of this
unificatory system, there is the possibility of the determination of human destiny. According 10 the Yom
system, the destiny of human beings is to attend Kaivalva. It is the perfect harmony among mind, body,
and Soul. It is also considered that by whom this perfect hurmony is possible s/he s a Yogl.

This paper has divided imo some sections such as The God and Man in the Philosophy of
Descartes and Yoga system, The dextiny of humans in Descartes's phitasophy and the Yoga systemand
Appraizal of the Philasaphy of Descartes and Yoga System. These are discussed as follows:

i The God and Man in the Philosophy of Descaries and Yoga system:

From the East and the West, several eminent philosophers are very moch interested in the study
of God and Man. It has been discussed in the system of Yoga from the East bui in the West Descanes has
discussed it very critically, The philosophy of man is concemed with the origin of man, the meaning of
man's nature, and the reality of man's existence. This study explores man to know the essence of man
which makes man unique. Man i3 a socinl bemng who establishes their free will, self-reliance, self-esteem,
and intellectual honesty in that (Descartesd: Tweyman, 2002 ) According to Descartes, man has comprised
asoul and a body, The body is a kind of maching that God has willed o form entirely to make it as
similar to us as possible. For Descartes, man i4 not 8 man if the body and soul are not harmonioos, The
philosophical description of the man is something based on the nature of man that body and soul must
Barve to be joined and united 5o as 1o constitule me, resembling us.

i Man = Body + Soul

Descartes belicves thal the soul is not free from rationality that 18 the rabional soul that s
srincipally located in our mind. Mind s pure immaterial in nuture, it is just the funetion of the brain, bradn
= a kind of body. Moreover, the body is just o machine made of earth, which God forms with the explicit
sntion of making it 45 much as possible like us (Clarke, 2003). Thus He not only gives it"s exterior the
slors and shapes of all the parts of our body, but also places inside it all the parts needed (o make it walk,

breathe, and imitate all those functions we have which can be imagined to proceed from matter and o
pend solely on the disposition of our orgens, The body is made by God. Descartes argues that the
acintion of the soul to the body is very strong. which he believed to be medinted by the brain and
system. He was grestly influenced in his attempts to explain neural mechanisms by the
aneering developments of the seventeenth century, particularly the hydmulic automata that had been

ed at Versailles. Descertes did not invent the iden of hydmulic inflation as an explanation for

e contraction, but he greatly elabomted it and developed a hydro-mechanical theory of how the soul

golled the contraction of muscle through the intermediary of the pineal and the cercbral ventricles; in

allel, he produced an explanation of how it received, through the nerves from- the periphery, signals
gave rise to sensationDescartes, 2003},

According 1o the modor part of Descartes’s theory, the shartening of muscle was brought about by
wansfer into it of fluid (“animal spirits”), the bulk of which derived from the collapse of the
somistic muscle us it lengthened. The trunsfer was primed by the injection of a small quantity of
grits" from the cerebral ventricle; the *priming’ fluid was switched into the correct pathway by the
sl The resulting inflation caused the muscle to expand m width and shorten in length. Descartes was
first 10 point out specifically that, o bring aboul movement, the shortening of the agonist must be
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sccompanied by a simultancous lengthening of the antagonist's muscle. This amangemen presupposes

Descartes’s mechanism that was supposed o bring this abowl snd shows the supposed valves (o
regulate the flow of spirits between the medial and Iaterul recti when the eve moves horizontally (Hasan,
20122). This diagram s one of the two based on Descartes's own sketches as opposed 1o being drawn post
hoe according to someone else's understanding of his text. For example, I the fire is close 1o the fool, the
little particles of the fire which, s you know move very rapidly, are able to move with them the skin of
the foot that they touch and thus, pull the linle thread ¢, ¢ [the doited line in the figure runming up the
body from the right foot] that you ses attached to it, they immediately open the pores d, ¢ ot the end of the
thread just as by pulling one end of a rope one instantly rings the bell hanging st the other end. Partly into
those muscles that serve to pull the foot away from the fire, partly to those that tumn the head and eves o
look ot the fire, and partly to these that exiend the hands and turn the body to protect itsell. Here
Diescartes comes very close indeed to deseribing a set of reflex actions with their afferent limb (the
thread), efferent imb {the hydraulic system to inflate, the mescles), and central mechanism (the pores in
the cerebral ventricle snd the actions of the pineal to direct the fluid to the correct muscle nerves), He then
diverts to consider the senses before explaining ‘more precisely how the spirits follow their paths through
the pores in the brain and how these pores are armanged’. Although the motor “inflation” hypothesis was
quickly disproved, it would be more than two and a half centuries before better explanations of the
physiology of the nervous system became avallable (Descartes, 2003).God regulates all natural things
such as the sun, stars, planets, comets, moon, and earth; weight and light are discussed, and tides are
explained by the movement of the carth. The treatise on man describes the human body as a machine and
investigates the movemeni of the blood, anfmal spirits; the senses, hunger and thirst, digestion, and the
brain and its functions. The account given by Descartes of the work in Part Five of the Discourse is
therefore quite faithful, although the omission of the discussion of tides, which depended on the
nssumption that the earth moves, is to be noted; this is due to Descartes’s reaction 1o the Galileo affair,
which caused n crisis in Catholic Europe in the relations between the Church and the “scientific’
community{ Descartes, 2008), Descartes argues that the crisis of spirituality is the cause of mind-body
disharmony. So, the spiritual needs to attend heavenly joy or eternal [ife that is possible in this world
only. It is based on faith that deals with orthodox religious and spiritual feelings which makes our life
miegningful (Descartes, 1989

The philosophy of Yoga deals with some of the greatest mysteries of life and the Universe and so
it must inevitably be nssocinted with an atmosphere of profound mystery. But much of the obscurity of
Yogic literature is due, not 1o the intrinsic profundity of the subject, but to the Inck of correlation between
its teachings and the facts with which an ordinary educated man is expected to be familiar. If the doctrines
of Yopa are studied in the light of both ancient and modern thought it is much easter for the student to
understand and appreciate them. The discoveries made in the field of Science are especially helpful in
ennhling the student (o understand certain Bcts of Yogic fife, for there is a certzin analogous relationship
between the laws of higher life and life as it exists on the physical plane, a relationship which is hinted ot
in the well-known cult maxim *As above, so below’. According to the philesophy of Yoga, the mind-
hody disharmonious relation can be solved through the process of yoga which is connected with our
“inper’ lifie (Bryant, 2015). Yopa believes in god ns the highest self-distinet from other-selves. Patanjali
defines God s 4 special kind of Purusha, who is always free from pains, sctions, effects, and impressions
( Hartranft, 2003).

i Man = Mind + Body + Soul

This particular notion of God, described in the Yoga Sutrs, highlights threc intrinsic
characteristics: perfect freedom from and transcendence of all karmas and afflictions; the mle of the
primaordial spiritual master, the eternal guide of all living beings; and omniscience, perfict knowledge of
everything. These three characteristics clearly indicate where the interest of the yogis lies (Taimni, 1961).
Yogis strive to attain freedom from the bondage of karma and afflictions, such as ignorance, ego,
nitachment, and the host of miseries—anger, hatred, jealousy, greed, and desire—that originate from these
afflictions. The yogis realize that once we are caught in this apparently unending cycle of confusion,
attnchment, desire, and 5o on, our vision becomes clouded and it is hard 1o disentangle ourselves. Only
one who was never entangled in the first place can help us free ourselves. Similarly, only one who s
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plready free can help guide us in attaining freedom fram the long chamn of karma and the fruits of karma
(Taimni, 2014). Aceording to yogis, the Supreme Purusha s very special; God is not bound |ike ordinary
souls. Ordinary souls are those that experience u sense of incompleteneéss, lack of freedom, amd Inck of
perfect knowledge, and thus have an inherent urge fo be ebsorbed in God (Malhotra, (2017),

i The destiny of humans in Descartes’s philosophy and the Yoga system:

Descartes believes that o hiuman being is a combination of mind and body but both interacts via the pineal
glunid. He prgues that the pineal gland must be the uniting point because it is the only non-double organ in
the brain, and double reports, as from two cyes, must have one place to merge(Descanes, Tweyman,
2(K12). Descartes reasoned that things that have an actual existence are etemnal and necessary truths that
are the product of God's free and wholly unconstrained activity. But it would also need 1o understand
through the larger metaphysical system({Ariew, 2014} With regard to determining the destiny of human
life, Descaries claims that the knowledge of God is not possible only through the process of senses or the
realm of rationality. Because God does not exist in the limitation ofthe capacily of senses. The existence
ofGod depends on its own existence what we call God is Ceusa-Sui (Descartes, 2015} We can use
imagination to get to know pursefvesshout the existence of God. God is perfect to examine the universe in
its entirety but we are nol. Descanes reasoned that there is a possibility ofrecopnizing God who is
necessarily existert. The best way of knowing God is through our purely mental scrutimy that genem)
percepiions arc clearer than perceptions of particulars Even if the knowledge of color and taste and sound
and heat are not in bodies in anything like the way that we imagine, Rather the knowledge sbout these is
good by virmue of the fact that God wills them (Hasan, 2022)

In the philosophy of Yoga, it is very crucial 1o consider that the fate of free will s & complex
system of good words, good thoughts, and good deeds. [I'a person can follow this process then there is
the possibifity to maintain life for a long tme and meet God through the knowledge of yoga, The destiny
of humans is in the hands of fite and free will, all that happens is God's will (Malhotra, 201 7). This is o
belief system that can function in two different ways; on the positive side, we can accept that thers is the
possibility of muintaining long lifie through the processes of yoga, While on the negative side thotleads 1o
undue despondency. But, Yoga makes it balancewith both fate and free will, accepting life as it is and
excriing effort to live a more sattvic life that harvests health, happiness, end enlightenment (Siem, 20139),
4 Appraisal of the Philosophy of Descartes and Yoga Syatem:

Descartes reasons,God does not deceive humin oeings bocause God s perfect. Therefore, God leads
humans to believe that the material world exists, it does exist. God allows us to know what is important 1o
us. With regard to the attainment of knowledge of God, CGod plays 2 major role in Descartes’s
epistemology, God is not restricted to rational foundationalism but rather beyond it Descartes in his
Meditation has argued that God is so important to our acquisition of knowiedge that even the certainty of
geometrical demonstrations will depend upon the knowledge of God. The cenainty and truth of every
science depend exclusively upon the knowledge of the true God, to the extent that, priar to becoming
- gware of him (Descartes, 1989). According to Descartes, God, is existed there and we are capable 1o
conceive God and nothing is possible is deprived of God. But God i not a deceiver. It is veéry crucial to
conclude that everything that we clearly and distinctly perceive is necessarily true. Because it helps us (o
anend to the reasons leading us to judge this to be true, Comsequently, Descartes” justification, with the
pay of his philosophical methodology of mtionalism and self-reliance about the knowledge of God is that
God undenigbly cxists and it is sure that we are able to aftain such certain knowledpge (Descartes
&Tweyman, 2002} Descartes claims that if there is no God, there is no possibility of certain and true
knowledge. Because the role ceriainty und truth play in our lives, and in the acquisition of knowiedge, is
immensaly important. We would like to submit our paper by arguing that for the attainment of knowledge
of God, we must have to embrace the true beliel of God and that must be our aim at truth. We hypothesize
thai if we hold this type of belief, there i5 a possibility to attain true and accurate knowledge which is
considered that is unsustainable knowledge (Pecere, 2020).

The central guidance of yoga is to unite the mind, body, and soul. So, it keeps our mind healihy,
body healthy, and spiritua] life healthy as well. Moreover, it also helps us 10 improve our self-realization
of God within us (Tatnni, 1961 ). Because as human beings, we seek to attain our true Self and becomse

completely free from worldly attachments. According to the Yoga system, there are several ways the
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attainment of our true Self. But the right action, the right devotion, and the right knowledge are the
important ones (Dasgupta, 1998). Though we are able to perform the above three exercises, it cannot be
guaranteed that we can anain our true Selves without seeking balance among these triple processes
(Malhotra, (2007). Tt is very crucial to consider that there is no divergence system among mind, body,
and, soul in the Yoga system (Stern, E. {2019),

5 Concluding remarks:

It is very important 1o ripen the conclusion from the sbove snalysis thal sccording o Descartes’s
epistemology, God's role in our lives |s more vivacious than the existence of God. Newvertheless,
Descartes’ prognostication of God cannot be subtracted from our lives; on the contrary, Descanies
attempts to prove the existence of God and 10 establish that only God can guarantee cerain and troe
knowledge, He argues that conceming the existence of God and the role God plays in the acquisition of
cerain knowledge. Though Descartes's argument for the existence of God and the role of God plays a
major role in the anainment of knowledge is not free from doebe, But still, it 1s important 1o acknowlodge
Descaries’ projection of knowledge of God that is based on certain proper methods. Similarly, the Yoga
systemn provides certain techniques to remove our ignorance around us to aitain tranquility, spinitual
knowledge, and sel f-awareness which are the essential and central objectives of a sincere societal being of
this world.
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Abstract

The term “Dharma” is abstruse due to the many interpretations related (o its meaning and concept
in classical philosophy. Scholars belonging to the classical age have described Dharmue in numerous
ways~ faith in God, revelation of the divine will, recognition of the quality of an object, eternal, one of the

hasand understanding the laws of the cosmos. Although, there has been n gradual change in the
interpretation of dharma with time and in present times, the word is rendered as duty, code of conduct,
religion, customary observance of morality, eto, On one hund, Déharma is that which brings joy both in
life and thereaftor according to the Faffesikas, on the other hand, Jainism believes that it is conlerminous
with the mundane universe, thercfore, the term asrikdve has been designated o it. The term has been
understood and treated in different manner in different schools of Indian Philosophy, Hence, this paper is
a tentative gttempt o foster the various meanings of the term Dhgrmi used in different schools of Indian
Philosaphy which will help us to establish a relstionship between the various definitions of the term and
the different intentions by which it was used.

Keywards : Dharma, Revelation, Indian Philosophy, Order,

Dbharma in Indinn Philosophy : It has been observed that the term “Dharmia® s used n every
philosophical concept but with a different meaning. purpose, function and application. The term can be
-said abstruse or enigmatic due 1o the various interpretations related o (s meaning and concept in classical
as well as contemporary Indian Philosophy. On one hind, dharma is that which brings joy both in life and
thereafler according to the Faifexikay, on the other hand, for Gandhi dharma should be understood as the
quality of soul. Jaimism belicves that it is conterminous with the mundane universe, therefore, the term
asifkdiu has been designated to it Also, which leads beings outl of the world’s woes und holds them fast
in the highest bliss.

Unlike the classical age, in contemporary times, dharma is not just associated with social forms
of human fife but lso with human values, The various usages of the word dhorma belong to the Hindu
tradition which in itself is very complex. Dharma is regarded as eternal and revealing the divine will.
According 0 Canakyariti 8.17, “DhormivhitesamadhikoviSeso™ Le, Dharma s the differentiating
character of mun from all other animals.

In Sanskrit, the term dharma is derived from the root dir, which means 1o hold, bear, suppon or
b nourish, In fact, dharma is one of those Sanskrit words that defy all sttempts at an exact rendering into
English or any other language. 1t has been transtated contextually by the different systems and thoughts of
ghilosophy. The word dharma is to be found in the vocabularies of most of the commumities like Jauras,
Bauddhas, Sdkias, Saivites, Vaignavites and the orthodox schools of Indizn Philosophy, though, not with
the same meaning. Scholars belonging to the clessical age have described dharma in numerous ways like
faith in God, revelation of the divine will, recognition of the quality of an object, eternal, one of the
purugdrihus, understanding the laws of the cosmos (Ria), etc. Although, there has been a gradunl change
m the interpretation of this term with time. In present times, the word is variously rendered as duty, code
of conduct, ethics, religion, law, custom, virtue, customary observance of morality, piety, equity, justice,
mature, charncter snd characteristic quality, But whal is that core meaning or underlying principle of
Sharma on which all other interpretations are laid? To answer this question, this paper has been divided
=0 two parts- the interpretetion of dharma in classical texts snd the significance of dharma to some
gontemporary thinkers.,

The real significance of ditarma lies in the profound Vedic perception of man's éxistence as a
mtione! being who harmonizes the diflerent purposes of life to be realized here and hereafter. The whole
concepd of dharma thus seems 10 be based on the Vedic ideal of ria (cosmic order) and rra (the debts one
& supposed (o0 repay) and seems (0 be the perticularization at the human level of the ethical order
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prevailing in the universe, From the conceptual point of view, dharma simply refers to the word “law™ in
the Vedic tradition and it is called Rra, and is therefore, the forerunner of the concept of dharma. As
mentionad in the Reveda, 10, 2.3.17, “Dharmovisvaryajagatakpratisthd™, it is considered as the highest
metaphysical truth (satyam), It 15 the foundation of rationale of all that happens in the moral and physical
aspects of cosmos. It imparts order and harmony in nature dye to its spiritual charecteristic. In Upanisads,
the other term used for Rra is dharma. There is nothing higher than dharma “Dharmdipoaramndsi™
( Brhadaramvaka-Upanizad 1.4.14). In the Chandogyopanizad (2.23), it is described in terms of three
features, viz. sacrifice, study and charity, Here dharma showcases the peculiar doties assigned to
different Sframs. Every individual in this universe is alleged to repay the debt they owe from individuals
s well as nature. This is the concept of Rpa which has been further equated with dharma. Since the
cosmic order and social order is preserved by human effort, hence, every individual s obligatory to
contribute towards the proper maintenance of this order. Performance of dharma I3, therefore, the form in
which the contribution of an individual is made towards the sustenance of the social, namral and cosmic
orders. Rta is the logicsl concept underlying dharma. Bna represents the obligation of man to muke his
life conform to dharma and e,

The four purusdrthas ie., Dharma, Artha, Kima and Moksa, constituies the momal standards of

life. Dirarma is not only a regulating principle of Artha, Kima and Meksa, but is a constant end in itselll
Refore the Dharmaiairas, there was a society in the Vedic and pre-Vedic days in which well-founded
customs were prevalent in regulating the individual and society. Hence, dharma is not only |iberal but it
urges the person fo pursue the highest scheme of purwsdrcha, moksa, Dharma in preponderance is
constintive of mokse, Dharms s the commencement and cultivation of mokse. and mokya is the
commencemnent and consummation of dharma. Both involve self-transcendence,
The [Marmaddstras, the treatise dealing with dharma, do not provide a particular view on the topic,
Rather, they provide o framework for orthopraxis which partly explains the things as they are and lays
down what they ought to be. Thus, the concept stands for various privileges, duties, obligations and
aormative behavior. Dharma, as enunciated in the Dharmaddstras, is the comprehensive umbrells term
denoting all moral laws, ethics, codes of conduct and religious acts. It also nsserts without amy
¢lnboration, that dharma just like the Vedas are timeless and eternal.

The concept of dharma has been understood in two distinct ways in Indian wradition. First, it has
been understood a5 an order, & social order, that goes with the concept of varna or social stratification
which meant a simple social structure L.e., varpa-dharma. Secondly, it has been undersiood as a moral
order, which owes its allegiance to the former since social order s not possible to be attained without the
morul arder. This is called sddhdrana-dharma. In the six systems of Indian Philosophy, the topic has been
taken up for extensive discussion and dharma has been explained variedly a8 an sction, unseen merit,
quality, etc. After the advent of Christianity and Islam in India, the word dharma developed new
connotations of faith of a race snd got & new appellation called “Hindu dharma™. Hinduism may not be
taken as o religion in the strict sense of the term as it may go against the very definition of the term
‘religion’, which has 1o be founded on certain stipulations since the time of its origin. The question arises
whether we can take religion and dharma ns interchangeably? Religion and dharma have DArmower as
well as Tibernl usnges. It is in this wide application of term, religion or dharms, that the beginmings of
religious zeal and fervour can be marked. Functionally, religion in its application to the various areas of
life gets increasingly narrower and confined to other-worldly celestial realm and its concerns. It would not
he unreasonable to see dharma and religion as placed within a range having for its nodes, description and
nrescription. Dhgrma shares many a semantic space with religion but differs from it in not being
exclusive. And just &s it differs from religion in not being exclusive, it also differs from ideclogy in
possessing a transcendental dimension as well,

Buddhists have two importan EXPIes5ions; dharmacakrapravartanda,
dhammamiaranamgaccham, In both these expressions, dharma refers to the four noble truths. These fiovuar
noble truths indicate the things as they are. Jainas talk about anamtadharmivosty which agnin his an
antological connotation bul within a human coniext, for the famous seven-fold assertions about the
reality. Both these connatations are nearer 1o & very old concept of dharma as being “the support or basis
of all that there is" as traceable to the Epics and Purdnay. In this sense, dharma has both ethical and
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antological import. Dorma as wsed in the phmses dharmatantra, svodharmo, sdmamya dharma or Spad-
dharmo has mainly o do with what one ought to do. Thus, in a broad characterization dharma refers on
the on2 hand to reality or its character, or its basis or support in some sense, and to action or desirable
sction on the other.

In Jninism, the word dharma is used 1o refer the following: religion, M:H}ﬂ a3 a drinaa
(the principle of motion), the true meaning of a thing and the ten virtues ie. supreme forgiveness,
supreme humility, supreme straightforwardness, supreme truthfulness, supreme purity, supreme self-
Fesiraint, supreme penance, supreme renunciation, supreme non-possessiveness and supreme celibacy,
also called as ten forms of dharma

For Mimimsakas, dharma is an action “ydeddinrvadharmah™ Through the intermediacy of the
unseen potency {apirva) it yields its fruit. According to the Naiylyikis, dharma is a quality that is present
in the self. For other schools, dharma is neither a quality nor an action. It is through meritorious deeds
that one accumulites dharma and it is instrumentzl in getting the desired result which is either sttainment
of something good or avoidance of some evil. The Arthadistra enumerates dharma as six-fold: afimsd,
satva, fmuca, anavipd, anpfamsya end ksamd. Iaimini defines dharma as the object of injunction. In the
Vaidesika school, dharma is defined as that from which results happiness, i.e, prosperity and liberation
in the Manusmpti, that which is practiced by the leamed who lead a moral life free from hatred and

ity is called ss dharma, In the commentary on the Yognstira, Vylsa defines dharma s the

universal goodwill, Therefore, we see that the normative aspect of dharma has o universal implication in
the sense thit it regards other’s interests in the sociefy without harming onc's own interests. In the
Mahabhiratn, we come across the concept of dharma as being in the mind and one should do good to all.
Thus, dharma represents the moral order of the universe which is meant for providing a sustainable
society, It implies an order which has an exisicnce above the ordinary human requirements. Though there
are many kinds of dharma, they all, in different ways, involve the notion of regulation and are therefore,
basically roles of action. Hence, the normative ordering of anything i said 1o be dharma.

According to the Sankiya, dharma is a function of the mind which is a product of the evolution of

. That being so, the self (puriya) disparate from prakeei and its evolutes, is absolutely unaffecied
bw dharma (merit) as well as its opposite (adfarma) These two are only significant in the empirical life
of theself but cannot be said to belong to the self in any manner whatsoever. '

But the Myha- Faifesikas hold that dherma and adharma, although they cannot affect the
garscendental self in any manner whatsoever, belong, not to the mind, but 10 the self itself in its
empirical aspect. While the scif in its transcendental life in situated in & supermodel plane and 50 is free
from both dharma and adharma, in its empirical life it forms part of the moral order and is determined by

-m and unrighteousness. Since dharma and adharma, sccording to the viewpoint of Nydye-
Vaifesikas, the qualities of the selling its empirical aspect, they cannot be said to have any objective
implication, but must be only subjectively significant. Merit and demerit must then belong. not to acts

 gemsclves, but 1o their intention (afkisandhd). 1t is pertinent to note that the Sdakhvais in agreement with

e Nydvo- Vaifesikas in holding the view that dharma and adharma are parely subjectively significant,
st with this difference that, while according 1o the latier these two belong to the self in its empirical

smpect, in the view of the former, they are exclusively the function of the mind,

The Buddhists also advocate the subjectivity view of dharma and adharma by stating that thiese
swo ure the dispositions (visendjof the mental continuum (citta) which are subject to elimination on the
samcendental level, Since they are dispositions of the mind, they are not; as according to the Sdnking
ey wre, temporary functions of the mind. On the contrary, they are enduring traits or tendencies of the

ind Although, the Sdmkhya, the NMydvae- Vaifesikar and the Buddhists agree among themselves in

Sedding the view that rightecusness and unrighteousness are subjective concepts and have only an

e=pirical significance, their employment being confined within the limits of empirical life. But this is
by Mimdmsakas according to whom, dharma and adharma are objective and extermal. For them,
is not a quality or a function or u disposition, but is an object (artha) sancticned by seriptural

grescriptions {codand).
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Conclosion

The correct imerpretation of the concept of dharma in its various implications is the key to an
adequate understanding and appreciation of the entire wradition of classical as well as contempaorary Indian
Philosophy. The different senses of the word dharma appear 10 be divergent but there's a common
principle underlying all these different senses. This principle involves the ideas of uniformity, spirituality
and truth of life. Dharma in its widest and correct significance implies the anributes or gqualities, which
indicate inseparable connections between causes and their effects. In Indian tradition, the two most widely
ysed terms are dharma and karma. 1T karma is the material foundation, dharma provides the form of
human life. In moderm times, dharma is not just associated with social forms of human life but also with
human values.

All aspects of human life are bound by dharma. In Vedic age, precedence was given 1o dharma
over mormlity, because of the belief that morality springs from dharms. But in modern times, dharma is
treated as o dynamic force of life, because liberalismi, secularism, and globalization are believed 1o be the
principal adherents of human [ife. It can be considerad that dharma transforms human beings to “humane
beings" since dharma guides us 1o be rightecus. Dharma is the truth of life.

" It can be seen that in classical texts dharma was regarded as etermal and a property of divine will,
This view has been refuted in modem times as it is now considered as u quality of soul and personal will,
Though, the accuraie exercise of dharma can transcend us from limited individual consciousness 1o
universal God consciousness.

The classical treatise must be interpreted as per the needs of the society. Even the accepied
éGstray of the past cannot be nccepted, if it contradicts the present. Thus, ane should be a part of this
changing socicty and contribute to its growth and progress. In whichever ways dharma have been
inmm:&intiumﬁpﬁmmdbythawﬁmqmﬂfplﬁlmuﬁwcmh-:d:ni.edhunh:r:'sﬂways
4 chance to transform and sccept new conceptions according o the time period. Although, the only
commaonality fﬂﬂﬂlﬂ:ﬂ]‘ti‘ﬁ!ﬂﬂlﬂdthiﬂkﬂ‘i!lhﬂ:ﬂIWMiiIMWhithﬂlﬁﬂlﬂﬂﬂrﬂﬂ!Mphﬂf
the universe. Dharma if destroyed destroys everything, dharma if protected protects everything (dharma
evahatohantidharmoraksatiraksatak). Thus, dharma being a quality of soul, must be at its best, a way of
living lifie wisely and righteously and & quality of attaining wisdom about living by und through both the
act of living and the practice of carefully reflecting on that lived expericnce.

Bibliography

1. Kane, P.V. History of Dharmasatra. Pune: Bhandarkar Onental Research Instinte, 2006,

1 Lal, Basant Kumar. Contemporary Indinn Philosophy. New Delhi:  MotilalBanarsidass
Publication, 1978.

3. Prasad, R. “The Theory of Purusarthas; Revaluation and Reconstruction.” Journal of Indian
Philosophy 9 {1981): 57-59.

4 Vohr, Ashok. Dharma: The Categorical lmperative. New Delhi; D.K. Printworld, 2005,

- Jain, Champat Rai. The Practical Dharma. Allahabad; The Indian Press, 1929.

6. Jois, M. Ramu. Dharma: The Global Ethic. Mumbai BharatiyaVidyaBhavan, 1997.

146



13 HE—13 qrefaar ISSN-0975-2560

“ETHICS OF THE MIDDLE WAY: COMPARING THERAVADA BUDDHISM AND ARISTOTLE™

Dr Mahak Uppal
Assistant Professor
Hindu College
Delhi
INTRODUCTION

The word “ethics® has been derived from the Greskword “ethos”, meaning “character’, Ethics is a
normative soience deals with the rules guiding our conduct and behavior, and tells us what kind of
behavioral dispositions are considered to be moral or praiseworthy, and why. There are many ways of
replying to the ethical question of “how we ought to act?™ And onesuch way is to say that one must live 8
life of moderation, i.e.onemust afways follow the middle path in whatever one does. This jdea of fiving a
life of moderation lies at ihe very foundation of the ethical theories proposed by the Buddha as well as
Arisotle.

Through the present paper | will try 1o compare the middle way philosophy (mafifrimdpa—ipadd)
of early Buddhism, as presented in and through the DighaNikdwae, with the Aristotelian notion of *mean’or
‘moderation” as presented in the Nicomuchean ethics,

I will begin my paper by giving an account of the Buddhist theory of majfhimdpa—ipaddwhich
wis proposed a5 the middle way between the two extremes of sensual indulgence and self-mortification.
In this section | will also try to show how this particular construal of the middle way is a central idea that
underiies most of the Buddhist teachings.

The next section will elaborate upan Aristotle's idea of “virtue as mesn’ between two extreme
dispositions or vices, as proposed by him in the Nicomachean ethics. Here | would like to point out that
though Aristotle has given a detailed account of several virtues, but | will restrict my enquiry fo his
discussion of the virtue of “temperance™, which sccording to him is the virtue in relation to our behavior
towards things that are considered to be pleaswroble. | impose this restriction primarily because of the
apparent similarities between  Aristotle's discussion of tempermnce and the Buddhist ideal of
Finally,in a bid to see whether the ethical theury of moderation proposed by the Buddhist and the
Aristotelian schools of thought are actunlly similar or not, | will conclude the paper by highlighting the
pim:immugcmnmmﬂuwhﬂmnmmmmamﬂ.

THE MIDDLE WAY ETHICS OF BUDDHISM

The dighanikiya is collection of the shon length discourses delivered by the Buddha. It is an
early Buddhist text and belongs to the suttapitaka of the pali cannon.It is primarily an ethical text which,
through the various discourses, tells what one ought to do and how ane ought 1o act.

The central teachings of Buddhism are compiled under the Four Noble Truths. In the
mahisathipathanasutia,the Buddha is shown o have delivered a discourse on what the four noble
truthsconsist in.

The Buddha says that the first noble truth is that “There &s suffering” (duktha), Here the Buddha
explains that “birth is suffering, ageing is suffering, death is suffering, sorrow, lamentation, pain, sadness
and distress are suffering. Being stinched 1o the unloved is suffering, not getting what one wants is
suffering, In short the five aggregates of grasping are suffering.” . |

The second noble truth mentioned by the Buddha is that “There is & cause of suffering”
(dubkhasumudayy). In the mohgnidinarutia the Buddha discusses the 12 linked chain of dependent
erigination (paficca-samuppdda) which shows how suffering comes into being. The twelve links of the
causel cycle are as follows:

l. lgnorance(aviiid)

‘Sdaurice Walshe, Trans., Digha Nikaya: The Lang Discourses of the Buddha [Beston: Wisdam Publications, 153':-'?.
mahdsathipatthina sutta, p.3a4,
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K arima-formation( sankhard)
Consciousness{vififidna)
Mind and body(ramaripa)
Six sense bases(sa/dyatana)
Contact{phassa)
Feelingl vedand)
Cravingl famhd)
Clinging(updddna)
Becoming hfava)
Birthjde)
Ageing and deathifard- maranam )
According to this chain of conditioned arising, ageing and death wre conditioned by birth, birth by
becoming, becoming by clinging, clinging by craving, craving by fesling, feefing by cotitact, contact by
the six sense bases, the six sense bases by mind and body, mind and hody by consciousness,
mmcimmbymkhmmfmﬂﬂiﬂmmdlﬂlmfwmnﬁummmﬂmmwmmm.m
chain i such that if the conditioning cause is removed then the subssquent effect will also cease to
follow. So if there is no ignorance then no karma formations will follow and so on.

© In themghdsarhiparthang sutta, the Buddha had explained that sensual craving is bound up with
pleasure and lust. 1t is such that it establishes itself wherever there is anything agrecable and pleasurnble
iny this world. All the five senses and the sense contact generated thereof in the form of “sights, sounds,
smells, tastes, tangibles, mind objects in the world are agreeable and pleasurable, and there this craving
arises ind establishes itself ™t needs tobe noted here that even the thinking and pondering about the six
sense bases leads to craving, And craving, of any kind, is such that it gives rise 1o rebirth and suffering.
%0, if there is absolutely no craving for the sights, sounds, smells, tastes tangibles and mind objects then
no elinging and thereby no suffering would have occurred.

The third noble truth is that “There is cessation of suffering” (dukkhanirodha). Regarding the
third noble truth, the Buddha says that it consists in “the complete fading-away and extinction of this
cruving, its forsaking end sbandonment, liberation from it detachment from i.*'Here the Buddha explains
that the complete cessation of suffering is possible only when we completely detach ourselves from all
ihose objects that cause and prolong craving.

Theitnmhnnhl:trwhhﬂut“ﬂmmis:pulhimtugmﬂummﬁmufsuﬂ”ﬁing“
(duiklchanirodhagminipatipadd). The Buddha had prescribed a path, following which onc can put an end
1o suffering; this path is called the noble cight fold path {arivaafthangikamagga). The components of the
cight fold path ere:

1. Right view (. 3 Hl}whichrt&rstﬂumkmwladgumprdmgsl.ﬂmHg;ﬂtaﬁginnf
suffering; the cessation of suffering and the path leading to the cessation of suffering.

2. Right thought({sammd-sankappa)which refers to the thought of renuncigtion; non ill-will and
homelessness,

1. Right speech{sammd-vdcd)it includes refrining from lying siandering; harsh speech and
frivolous speech.

4. Right sction{sammd-kammantg)which includes refraining from waking life; taking what is not
given and sexual misconduct

5. Right livelihood{sammd- &ffva)it refers to the giving up of the wrong livelihood and living by the
right livelibood

6. Right elfort{sgmma- wixdima)

7. Right mindfulness{sammd- sati)

-»I::.‘.t-J-:l'-u-.‘--..ul.l

SEE

b

o —

* pigha Nikays, p.34-35

'Ibid, mzhasathipatthana sutta, p. 346.
* Ibid, p. 347.
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8. Right concentration sammi-samddhi)’
All these components can be further classified under the following subheadings:
1. Morality (sfla) which includes steps 3-5.
2, Conceniration (zamddhi} which includes sieps 6-8.
3. Wisdom (paifad) which includes sieps 1-2.

Thus we see that practicing morality, concentration and wisdom all are equally important
componemtsof the path that leads 1o the cessation of suffering. In the mohdparinibbdnarutic the Buddha
hasclarified thot there s an important relationship between them. The Buddha thus explains thae
“Concentration when imbued with morality, brings great fruit and profit. Wisdom when imbued with
concantration, brings great fruit and profit. The mind imbued with wisdom becomes completely free from
carmuptions, that is free from the cormuption of sensuality, of becoming, of fulse views and of

- ignorance. ™ This we see that all the three components are interrelated and interdependent.

This noble cight fold path is also called the “middle way” (majfiimdpe—ipadd). Throughout his
teachings the Buddha had emphasized upon the idea that one should avoid the two extremes of indulging
in the pleasures of the senses on the one hand and lotmenting oneself on the other hand. Instead of leaning
towards any of the two extremes,one should follow & middie path, which is also the way that will ensure
the cessation of suffering and the attainment of mibbana,

The Buddha had himself experienced both the extremes {a life dedicated o the indulgenceoi the
senses a3 well as a life of extreme asceticism and seif-torture) and it was only afier realizing the
insufficiency and futility of both these extremes that the Buddha had proposed a life of mederation which
is achievable by avoiding them.

Most of the discourses mentioned In the dighanikdyeare mimed at highlighting the dangers,
degradations and cormuptions associated with sense desires, along with the profits related to the life of
homelessncss, self-restraint, detachiment and renunciation of and from the things that cause desire and
aifachment

In the revifjasurta The Buddha had explained that there are 5 strands of sensc desires, which
include, “forms seen by the eye which are agreeable, loved, charming. attractive, pleasurable, arousing
desire. Sounds heard by the car...; smells smelt by the nose...; tastes savored by the tongee... ., contacts
felt by the body which are agreeshle... arousing desire” And catering to the desires of the senses
ultimately eauses suffering.’

In the samafiftgphalasutia the Buddha had expiained that the first thing that the monk should do
in order to remain detached from the sense pleasures is to pusrd the sense doors. For this the Buddhe
mivises the monk not to prasp the “major signs and secondary characteristics™ of any object that is either
szen, heard , smelt, tsted, touched, or thought of. The Buddha explains that one should follow such a
strict regimen with regard to the objects that come in contsct with our senses because otherwise one
would be overwhelmed by preed, sormow and other evil unskilled states.And a monk who is able 1o
exercise such sel f-restraint experiences blameless bliss.”

It needs to be noted here that the Buddha does not denounce all forms extreme ascetic practices
In the mahdsihanddaruita, while talking 1 the naked ascetic Kassapa, the Buddha explained that neither
does he completely condemn und disapprove all forms of austerities, nor does he completely blame all
thoae who live a harsh life of self-montification and self-torture. However the Buddha clarified that unless
the monk “develops non-enmity, non-ill-will and a heart full of loving kindness and abandoning the
corruptions, realizes and dwells in the uncorrupted deliverance of mind, the deliverance through wisdom,
having realized it in this very life by his own insight™, he will not be considered to be a Brahmin or &n
ascetic, and his sustere way of life will not be regarded as being proper.”

"mahdli sutta, p. 146; mahdsThandda sutta, p.152; mahasattipathana sutta, p.348-350.
' mah3parinibb&na sutta, p.734.

"tevijja suttn 13, p.191.

" samaffiaphala sutta, p. 100,

" mah3sthandda sutta, p. 154,
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However sl activities that cater to the desires of the senses are deeply condemned and have 1o be
svaided ai any cost. One is advised by the Buddha not to fall prey to these desires because they bind one
o the continuous eycle of birth and rebirth and therefore lead 1o suffering. If we look at the chain of
dependent origination then we would notice that the six sense bases are the conditions that lead 1o sense-
object coniect thereby causing feeling, sttachment and craving. Being a part of the cycle of dependent
arigination il these conditions together, cause and perpetuate suffering But, the root of the teachings of
Buddhism is 10 put an end to suffering and to attain mibbdna. And therefore one is advisad by the Buddha
not to get entangled in the cycle of desire, attachment, craving etc. simply because it will lead to more and
more suffering.

Moreover, in the mahidpadinasuiia the Buddha had explained that indulgence in the senses, since
it leads to pleasurable feelings, is so intoxicating that it prevents the individual from grasping the brue
nature of things. An individual who is caught up in the vicious cycle of desire and craving does not realisne
thet the pleasamt feelings that he is experiencing are impermanent and conditioned, that they oo anse
depending on some cawdal conditions, as 4 result of which they are bound to decay, vanish and fade away.
Hinting at this very idea the Buddha had said, “For those who take delight in and cling and revel in i, the
conditioned nature of things or dependent origination is hard to see."™

O the other hand, one is not even advised to not o engage in practices of self- torure because of
the very same reason .. these hassh pructices 100 couse pain and therefore make the praciitioner suffer.
Mareover, out of his own personal experience the Buddha had realized that & healthy body is 4 necessary
prerequisite for striving on the path of nibbdna, And therefore he did not approve of the harsh practices of
self-torment, because they make the body weak and prone (o disease,

The hence mentioned ideal of the middle way is the central theme that runs scross all the
teachings of Buddhism which ultimately prescribe & life of self-restraint against the sensual indulgences,
For example, refraining from sexual immorality and avoiding a life of un-chastity is one of the five moral
precepts prescribed by the Buddha. The other precepts also seem 1o be based ovi the idea of avording
things and actions that cater to the desires of the senses. The five precopts can thus be summarized as
Tollows:

Refraining from taking life;

Taking what is not given;

Sexual immorality,

Lying speech;

Slath producing drugs."'

In the sdmaffiaphala suita the Buddha had enumerated the various *fetters’ that prove to be
hindrances in the cessation of suffering. The five fetters thus mentioned by the Buddha arc as
follows: Worldly desires; Il will and hatred; Sloth and torpor; Worry and Aurry und Doubt. All these
fietters ere such that they envelop, cover and hide the actual nature of reality from us. " Here also we notice
that there is a constant emphasis on overcoming the sensual desires and cravings caused therchy.

Even their discussion of the various meditative states or jhdnay, by practicing which the
perceptions and sense faculties can be controlled, also seem to addresses the same concerns of living a life
of self-control and self- restraint.

In the pofthapddarutia the Buddha, elaborating upon the impunance of exercising control over
the activity of our senses, explains that it is only after detaching himself from the unwholesome states and
sense desires that the monk is able to enter into the first jAdna.

The first fhama, or meditative state is marked by delight and joy and that s bom of detschment
from sense desires and unwholesome states, The subsequent stages are marked by o complete detachment
from the feelings of piessure and pain, gladness or sadness etc. After reaching the fourth and the final
stage the monk exhibits mindfulness, equanimity and pure bliss."

U T

¥ mahipading sutta, p.213

" k(tadants sutta, p. 140; brahma)ala suita, p. 68-71
" pevilja sutta p. 191,

W smafifiaphata sutta, p,102-103.
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A discussion of the abovementioned teachings of Buddhism shows that the main concern and nim of all
these teachings hes been the complete cessation and eradication of sulfering, an aim thai gets best
exemplified in their ethical ideal of following & middie way between sensual indulgence and self-
morification.

ARISTOTLE'S *GOLDEN' MEAN

‘Fthics' for Anistotle was a practical science that was concerned with the rules that govemn actions
and help in building up 8 good character His three major ethical treatises are "The Nicomachean Ethics',
“The Eudaimean Fthics' and ‘Magna Moralin®. Aristotle, throughout his ethical wrilings, was mainiy
concerned with giving & detailed account of all those qualities that are required by a person in order 10
lead *n good fife” i.e."a life of happiness.’

Arisioil= held the view that *Happiness'isthé highest good that can be achieved through human
action. Being the ‘supreme good’, happiness is such that individuals aim at it for its own sake and not for
the sake of anvihing else, It Is an end in itsell and not merely 3 means to an end. Moreover it also has the
capecityof making life “destrable and lacking in nothing”™.And therefore happiness is cansidered (o be

ing that is both final and seif-sufficient. " Aristotle believed happiness to be “a form of
sctivity,” “which consists in cultivating a virtuous disposition.

‘“Wirtue' Is described by Anstotle as “a settled disposition of the mind determining the cholce of
sctions and emotions consisting essentially [n the observance of the mean relative to us.™" Virue i
therefore,“a mean state betwesn two vices, one of excess and the other of defect.”"”

Arigotle mentions two types of virtues. They areintellectual virtues (such as wisdom,
intelligence, prudence ete.)and moral virtues (such as coursge, temperance, liberality ctc.). The maoral
virtues include those dispositions for which a8 man is praised or blamed as either being moral o
immaral, “These moml virtues are such that they are not given (o us by nature; mther they are said to be
the products of habit, and therefore they have to be cultivated through a constant effortand
practice. " Aristotle’s ethical theory has these moral virtues as their subject matter,

Moral virtues— being concerned with emotions, feelings and ections— allowus to have &
disposition with regard to our feelings, emotions and actions, which is either excessive or deficlent or
moderate, Aristotle therefore talks about three dispositions, namely two vice (one which lies wward the
exoess and the other that lies towards the defici in an nction) and one virtue (which consists in the
observance of the mean hetween the two extremes).” Aristotle further explains,

“gne can be frightened or bold, feel desire or anger or pity, and experience pleasure and pain in

general, either too much or too little, and in both cases wrongly; whereas to feel these feelings &

the right time, on the right occasion, towards the right people, for the right purpose, and in the
right manner i5 1o feel the best smount of them, which is the mean amount— and the best amou

i of course the mark of virtue.™"

M ariviotie, The Nicomocheon Ethics, Trans. Harris Rackham [Hertlordshire; Wordsworth Editions Limited, 199&],
Book |, p.13.

* Ibid. p.18.

* Book I, p.a1.
“ thid.

= aook |, p.24.
™ monkll, p.33.
= Ibid, p.45

“ lhid, p.40
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For Aristothe, these moral virtues were intrinsically associated with the feelings of pleasure nnd
pain for he believed that,"pleasurc and pain provide the standards by which we regulate our actions,
Feeling pleasure or pain in the right or the wrong manner has a great effect on our conduet™

Now, pleasure and pain are such that at times pleasure might compel us 10 do base actions
whereas pain may lead us to abstain from noble sctions Regarding these feelings of pain and pleasure
Aristotie wrote,

“Men are corrupled through pleasures and pains that is, either by pursuing or avoiding the wrong

pleasures and pains, or by pursuing or avoiding them at the wrong time, or in the wrong manner,

ar in one or the other way under which errors of conduct can be logically classified™ ™

Moral virtue, therefore for him was the “quality of acting in the best way in refation to pleasures

irad pu.im""
Bofore ing with book 1l of Nicomachean ethies, Aristotle had given a table of the variow
vices and virtues,” Same of them are s follaws:
CLASS OF ACTION | EXCESS MEAN DEFICIENCY
Measure and pain Profligacy Temipernaice Insensitivity
Anger Irascibility Gentleness Spiritiess ness
(Giving and getting  small | Prodigality Liberality Meanness
amounts of monéy I _
Giving and getting lorge | Vuolgarity Magnificence Paliriness
amounts of miongy .
Shame Bashfulness. Modesty Shsme iessnen

Amang these virtues, “Temperance™ is said 1o be a virwe which consists in the observance of the
trican In relstion to the pleasures of the body i.e. those pleasures which humans have in common with the
lower animals, such as the pleasures of touch and taste. ™It lies between the two extremes of profligacy
arid insensitivity. Aristotle explains that s person who indulges in all the pleasures without refraining from
ey of them tums out to be a profligate. Profligacy is an excess in relation w bodily pleasures and is
hlameworthy. On the other hand, & person who shuns all pleasures is considered to be insensitive, "Here
Aristotle adds that, “a man is temperate if be abstains from bodily pleasures and finds this abstincnce
itself enjoyable, profligate if he feels it irksome. ™™

The temperaie man, according to Aristotle “takes no pleasure at all in the things that the
profligete enjoys the most, on the contrary he positively dislikes them; nor in general does he find
pleasure in wrong things, nor excessive pleasures in anything of this sort, nor does he feel pain or desire
when they wre lacking, or only in a moderate degree, nor more than is right, nor at the wrong lime.""

Aristotle makes sn interesting point regarding insensitivity, he writes, “as far as pleasures arc
concerned, the men who err on the side of deficiency and ke less than a proper amount of enjoyment in
pleasures, scarcely oceur; since insensibility is not human”, He niso add that "if there be 4 creature that
finds nothing pleasant and sees no difference between one thing and another, it must be very far removed
from humanity™™

“ lbid , p.a7.

= ibid, p.36.

* bid.
“aristolle, p, 32.
"Boak 111 p. 73,
Tngok I, p.35.
* Inid, p.36.
*Book I, p.75.
“lbid.
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Anstotle has even gives us a method for antaining the mean Firstly, one is told to avoid thet extreme
which is comparatively more opposed to the mean, leaning towards which is comparstively maore
erroneous. Secondly, one s edvised to be aware about those errors towards which one is more prone, once
we have identified them then we must drag ourselves in the opposite direction, away from these errors,
Finally, one is advised to be on nmumugi.tardﬂnimﬂm”pﬂhmmuhﬁng pleasant; for “when
pleasure is on her tnal we are not impartial judges

These being the precautions that one should observe in order (o cultivate a viruous disposition, Aristotle
still noles that even though "it is the middle disposition in cach department of conduct that is to be
praised, but that one should lean sometimes on the side of excess and sometimes to that of deficiency,
since this is the easiest way of hitting the mean and the right course,™”

POINTS OF DISTINCTION

At the first instance the Buddhist middle way and Aristotle’s mean appear 10 be quite similar,
because for both the thinkers the idea of a good life seems to be identical with the ides of observing a
moderate attitude in all spheres of life: But my view is that this similarity is merely superficial. Once we
go into the detuils of the ethical theories of moderntion proposed by both these thinkers respectively, we
reilize that there are many more differences than there are similarities.

Firstly it needs to be noted that the noble eight fold path prescribed by the Buddha was not
sddresses o the ordinary householders rather it was meant for the monks and nuns who had given up the
household life for a life of homelessness, whereasAristodewasaddressing all the people of the ‘polis’,
irrespective of their occupation or particular station in life,

Aristotle's theory seems to be more practical and sccommodative in comparison to the Buddhist
theory which seems to be more rigorous. The Buddha proposed a way of living which consisted in a
complete detachment and abstention from sense pleasures. But, Aristotle observes that completely
refraining from the activity of the senses and the feelings generated thereof might not be possible for any
individual,

He had explained that “insensibility” or the tendency to be completely detached from the activity
of the senses is a vicious disposition and & tendency which is not human.

The Buddha proposed the middle way as a monistic rulewhich is 1o be followed in all situations
by all monks and nuns. They have 1o refrain from sensusl desires,no matter what. But Aristotle's mean
was a methodological principle, which was a way of determining the right course of action in & given
situation, There was no fixed mean. Mean was alwayvs redative 1o each individual end each situation and
esch individual was allowed to discover the mean relative 1o himself,

In Buddhism one is told to refrain and avoid the two extremes. But Anstotle’s method allows us
o sway towards both the extremes and to pradually hit the mean thereby cultivating a modernte
disposition m each situation, through constant practice and effor.

The Buddhist theory of the middle way was limited 1o the two extremes of sensual indulgence
and self-morification. But Aristotle’s theory was more extensive and included a vast class of actions and
feelings which range from our attitudes towards fear, confidence, pleasure, pain, anger, giving and taking
money, honor, dishonors and other social relations. Aristotle’ mean was not limited 0 our aitijude
towards pleasures.

For the Buddha, the middle way or the eight fold path was merely & means for the attainment of
the end i.e, the complete cessation of suffering and the attainment of nibbing But for Aristotle, a virtuows
life or & life of happiness was an end in itself. It was equated with the supreme good, which was 1o be
simed af fior its own sake and not for the sake of something else.

The presence of so many differences shows that probably the similaritics between the two
approaches is merely superficial, They are much more different than they appear to be.
BIBLIODGRAPHY

“Book Il, p-46-47.
= ibid, p 46,
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Metaphysical Doctrines of the Trka or AdvaitaSaiva Philosophy of Kashmir

Saurabh Rawat
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Abstruct : Trka philosophy of Kashmir is populariy known as Kashmir Saiva philosophy, due to its place
of origin and the contribution of native Kashmiri scholars in ity development Several Saiviigamas
originated in Kashmir valley, which expounded the Saiva philosophical systems. The literture produced
by Kashmiri Saiva scholars holds a prominent place in the spectrum of Indian philosophy. Siva-Sutra,
Spands-Karik#, évara- Pratrvabhijfd, Viiiknbhairaviantra, etc. are some key scriptures that shaped the
Kuhm&ﬂﬂupﬂlmnphr.ﬂmyhtuﬁxﬂﬂuﬁmﬂuﬂmlmmmpﬂ.uﬂ
methodologies 1o the system. The Uplyas to realize the Ultimate reality; Sambhavopdys, Saktopsyn, and
Apvoplya are mentioned in Siva-Sutri One hundred fwelve Dhirapas are mentioned in
VijfEnbhairaviantra to attain Supreme consciousness, (Other than this, & collection of gross and sublle
elements are also enumerated as thiry-six key elements to facilitate the manifestation of the universe. To
comprehend these concepts, one must form a clear understanding of fundamentallyestablished elements
by the Trka philosophical system. In this paper, a few doctrines of Kashmir Saiva philosophy have been
introduced 1o build o foundntion for epistemological inersections. These doctrines ascertain the
metaphysical aspect of Kashmir Saiva philosophy along with its scope and obiective.

Key words: Siva, Sakti, Tattva, Advaita, Sutra

Methodology: Historical and Analytical

Trka philosophy was named after the monistic philosophy of baka that evolved in the
valley of Kashmir. Later. It was known by multiple names; Trka, Tria- Trka-Sasana, Rahasya-
Sampradiiya, and Tryambaks-Sampradya ™' It also signifies the tripartite nature of reality i.e. Siva, Sakti
and Apuw It belongs to the monistic school of Saiva philosophy wherein ParamSiva is considered as
Supreme reality, The goal of the individual sesker is 10 rise the state of consciousness and dissolve into
the Supreme reality. ParamSiva vibrates (spanda) inward and outward out of its freewill (Sviitantrya) to
constitute Siva and Sakii. Siva being the transcendental aspect and Sakti being the eminent aspect of
ParamSiva, evolves info the creation of existence.

Out of multiple doctrines of Trka philosophy, & few of them would be discussed briefly to form
an understanding of theSaiva tradition. These metaphysical doctrines exhibit the fundamental ground of
Saiva philosophy and establish a substratum for the epistemalogical structure to follow. For any Saiva
scholar or disciple, the knowledge of these docirines is a pre-requisite. Let us have a brief overview of
some metaphysical doctrines of the Trka or AdvaitaSaiva Philosophy of Kashmir;

Atman = The true and innermost self of every individual is considered a change-less reality. A purefy
:;:peﬂmirnﬁ principle is the nature of this unchanging reality. ‘Caitanys-Atma® — first sutra mentioned in
Siva-Sutra, ™ signifies the etymological explanation behind an individual's real nature ic. Caitanvo
(ParamSiva) + Atman (Individual). The individual is slways empowered with Caitanya (supreme reality).
It is the underline principle of not only the experience but everything else in the universe. Wherein, the
individual represents merely unchanging experiencing principle of that ultimate reality.
ParamSiva — The underlying reality, which is undivided, unlimited, eternal, and infinite s called
ParamSiva in Trka philosophy. It is all-pervading andall-transcending at the same time. This is possible
due to its twofold -

#) Immanent aspect (Vivomaya) — pervades the universe (manifested)

b) Transcendental aspect (Vidvottima) — beyond the manifested uriverse (unmanifested )

Yjagadish Chandra Chatterfi, Kashmir Shaivaism (New York: State University of New York Press, 1962), 1-2.
¥ Shiv sutra
" jaidevaSingh, Vijnanabhairova ar Divine consclousness: o treasury of 112 types of Yoga (Deihi: MatilalBanarsidass
Publ,, 1979), 25.
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Hence, the expanded universe with its forms, objects, means and experience is nothing other than
the manifestation of the immanent aspect of ParamSiva itself. The whole universe is manifested bythe
Sakti aspect of ParamSiva, Although Sakti has infinite aspects but most fundamental ones are;™

I. Cit-Sakti — Pure light of intelligence that reveals its own existence,
2. Ananda-Sekti — The power to realize absolute bliss.
3. lechi-Sakti — The willpower, power (o desire und grow,
4. Jaana-Sakti — The power of all-knowing omniscience,
5. Kriyi-Sakti — The power 1o create anything, atl-powerful,
With the help of these fundamental Saktis, ParsmSiva performs several functions;”
1. Sputi — Manifestution of the universe.
2, Sthiti — Maimenance of the universe,
3. Samhars - The process of withdrawing {dissolution),
4.
>,

Vilaya or Pidhiina — To cover the real nature of fivitman

Anugrsha — Grace. Nothing can happen without Siva's ﬁ

Hence, in reality, the universe is an ‘expression’ of the aspect of PeramSiva. Through which
it participates and pervades the universe while remaining transcendental as Siva ot the same time, Siva
remains Caitanya asa transcendental unchanging principle, unaffected by the manifestation of the worid.
This transcendental reality includes the supreme experience of perfection. It transcends the supreme ideal
universe holding in itself the unmanifested idea of the universe.ParamSiva holds the universe as an
unmanifested conceived reality, which can pnly be experienced universally. As pes Siva-Sutrs, five
fundamental principles of purest subjectivity are also known as universal expenences;
SivaTattva-1-{Being) — This is the first creative movement of ParamSiva. The origination of being takes
plece at this stage but it cannot be discerned properly. Here, Sukti is present in an unmanifested form. Just
like the pure light of intellipence (cit) without anything to shine upon, there is no feeling or form. [t is
pure *1' without the feeling of ‘l-am’ because the feeling of “am’ implies a relation. Henee, it is the first
movement of consciousness that is purely subjective. At this stage, the formation of ‘" doesn't tnke place.
Just the crestive movement is realized. Thus SivaTattva is the first stage in the process of universal
manifestation wherein the “Cit” aspect of Sakti is manifested.
SuktiTattva - Lness — Saktitattva being the energy of Siva, differentiates consciousness into aham and
idarn i, *I' and *This'- Subject and Object. Siva and Sakti arc same. They do not existseparntely or
differently from each other, The crestive aspect of Siva is Sakti and the intent of Sakti is Siva. In other
words, the manifestation of Sivatativa is possible due to Saktitativa, It provides a form to Sivatattva by
dissecting the pure consciousness into ‘I” and "This'. During this, Siva and Saktitattva remain united to
cach other. It is not wrong o conclude that Siva-Saktitattvas are manifested together, It is the
manifestation of the Anand aspect of the Sakti, which represents the supreme blissful nature of
ParamSiva.
SadaSivaTatrva — [-ness in This-ness—At this siage, the expenence of ‘1 am this® originates but the "Ths'
remains unclear. *1° becomes the predominant side of consciousness by manifesting "Bbhisa’ as the first
manifestation. The consciousness becomes perceptible to iself, wherein both the subject and object

ing but consciousness. The universal experience arises out of the *will’ Le. Techil, to affirm “This-
ness’, The gradual development of an experience formulated in the thought as °l am’ takes place in
SadaSivaTattvalechl aspect of divine Sakti manifests a siate of self-realization (Being), where one
realizes as & being with a will that can act, At this stage, ParamSiva forgets everything about itself and
starts to formulate ‘I am 50 and so', Hence, the dissection between ‘I and * This” strengthen even further,
liwarTattva — This-ness in I-ness— lwarTattva defines *Thiss-ness’ as & universal manifestation. In this
stage, the divine experiencer with a will to act is followed by a more prominent experience of 'This" i.e
idam-bhava. “This-ness' provides the context to the background of the Being. ‘1" identifies itsell with
everything other than “I' by assaciating ‘This" with ‘I'. In the previous stage, the '1" aspect dominates the

. C Pandey, Outline on History of Saiva Philaspphy (Defhi: MotilalBanarsidass Publication, 1986), 78.

""G.V. Tagare, Solvism: Some Giimpses (Delhi: D X, Print, 1996, 47.

) aidevasingh, Shiva Sutras: The Yoga of Sugreme identify|Delhi: MotilalBanarsidass Publications, 1973), 22
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experience that leads to sell-realization, in this siage, the *This" aspect dominaies the experience and leads
o realization of the other as °I'. Here, *I' remains in the background, surveying outwards for
identification. It is the manifestation ofthe Jfina aspect of Sakti, which represents the omniscient nuture
of ParamSiva, )

SuddhsvidyATattva — l-ness in |-ness, This-ness in This-ness—In Suddhavidy8Tatve, equalization in the
prominence of the two aspects takes place ie. 'I' and 'This'. Both these nspects of the Universal
experience are realized with equal clarity. Both of them are identified with each other and can be
separated in thought so that *1' can be realized as the subject and *This" as the object of experience. The
ohject of experience can be identified as ming and slso inthe context of the degree of msociation (Am-
ness) i.e. my body, my mind etc. Here, the sense of ncquisition can be felt clearly through identification,
wlhich creates the experience concemning things. At this stuge, KrivaSakii openites 10 manifest the active
nature of ParamSiva.

When a seeker mises hisher consciousness, hefshe moves upward throogh these singes and

experiences. pure subjectivity, ‘In Suddha-Vidys, the realization keeps on moving which means the
individual keeps on realizing it and forgetting it with time, The realimtion that | am Siva' and the
‘universe s unreal’ is manifested ot ﬂuddhnvidvan but it doss nol remain steady within the
individual. It can be considered as a first impression of pure subjectivity. Then subjectivity armives at the
next stape with [Swartativa and Sad3givatative. Firsily, liwaniative reveals that “this universe is one’s own
expansion as extended reality, it is not an illusion as suggested by some schools of philosophy but an
extension of one's own reafity.” At this tattvn, the individual enters into the state of pure shared
subjectivity between himsell and the universe. Il is considered pure shared subjectivity because the
individieal starts to detach objectivity from the universe and starts to manifest it ns his own extended self.
The next stage, Sadidivatattva is not so majorly different than [éwartattva, apert from the intensity of
subjectivity. In other words, onie can say the realization becomies more refined at SadBivatative. Whereas
léwaraniva reveals thai the ‘Universe s one's own expansion’, Sadfdivataitva roveals that ‘T am the
universe’. We observe that the reslization becomes purer and purer with each passing :LIE Al
Sudadivatativa, it becomes 50 purer that the duality between ‘1" and “the universe’ starts 1o dissolve’
In the final stage, ‘the two tattvas “Sakti and Siva® represent the purest form of subjectivity. These are
interdependent taftvas, where an individunl’s realization goes bevond the purer subjectivity and achicves
thee purest subjectivity. *These two tuttvas reveal ouly *I' i.e, pure and universal *I'. From ‘this universe is
my expansion’ and ‘I am the universe' it raises 1o just ‘1. Lastly, ‘it reaches that ‘Being’ that does not
form a part of these stages but 18 present in all of them, it is ‘ParamaSiva’. It is found everywhere, from
lowest 1o highest tativas, Therefore, there is no level for *ParamaSiva’. It Is present everywhere that is
why it is nowhere. The one Being, who is everywhere, itis nowhere. ™!

These metaphysical doctrines of the Trka or AdvaiteSaiva Philosophy of Kashmir form the
foundation of the system. Based on the brief analysis of each iativa belonging 1o universal pure
subjectivity, we come to know about the manifestation of the universe. Also, the participation of Supreme
consciousness into the manifested universe as an all-pervading being. Every stage of manifestation is
dominated by fundsmental aspects of Sakti, which facilitates the expansion of consciousness into the
universe. The representation of philosophical concepis like dunlity, non-duality, subjectivity, objectivity,
etc, is also exhibited by the Kashmir Saiva tradition. This paper dealt with the origin of the universe and
the stages of manifestation prescribed by Trka philosophy. Although several doctrines pre enumerated in
Saivigamic scripturcs, out of those we have mentioned a few metaphysical doctrines that are
quintessential in establishing the foundation of Trka or AdvaitaSaiva Philosophy of Kashmir.

Mewaml Lakshmanloo, Kashmir Shaivism: The Secret Supreme (New York: The Universal Shatva Trust, 1988).8.

= aidevaSingh Shive Sutros; The Yogo of Supreme identity| Delhi: MotilzlBanarsidass Publications, 1979), 22.

“is wamiLakshmanloa, Kashmir Shaivism; The Secret Supreme (New York: The Universal Shalva Trust, 1988), 5.
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SAIVITE PHILOSOPHYAS AN INDISPENSABLE PRINCIPLE OF SANGITA
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Abstract:
Music Is an art form deeply intertwined with philosophy; it can be declared as 4 treasury of

metaphysics along with artistry. This paper intends to explore the close relationship between Safvism as a
tradition, Saiva Philosophy, und music, panicularly in the authoritative text of music named Sangita
Rearmékara This seminal work is an exemplar ofthe extensive significance of Suivire philosophy in Indign
music. It seemsSaivismis an absolutely essential principle in Hindwstdni songite, In this text, although, we
do find u synthesis of both the main traditions of indian Philosophy, namely, Nipamic and Agamic
raditions in Sargita Ramdkara. Nevertheless, it is quite clearly intelligible that various concepts of
Katmira Saiviem and Soiva Siddhdntasuch as evlogizing Siva, using pafica Mahdbhilra—s as the
substrutum of the human body and its relation to music, etc.are extensively exhibited and prominent in the
text. Consequently, it can be argued that Safvism as an ideal and its philosophy pervades the entirety of
the theory of Indian music, without which music theory would be inconceivable and would be impossible
o explain.

Keywords: Philosophy of Music, Sangita Rarmdkara, KatmiraSaivism, Saiva Siddhanta, Sarngadeva
Introduction:

Musc is revered to be an art form that gratifies Gods and as for humans, it |s a form of art that is
abeautiful spring of aesthetic pleasure and an equally significant way to attain liberation. There are
many fascinating associations betweenLord Sive and music as discussed by scholars and musicologists.
Since Lord Siva has o huge significance in music, so it is inevitable that He must also have a profound
connection with sound itself.The iconography of Lord Siva has a profound meaning and relation to sound
and musicology. The crescent moon on his forehead “is an external sign of Sive’s internal consciousness,
@ sign that His consclousness is full of Nddo, and that if you worship Him your mind can be filled with
Nida too, whith will enable you to follow that sound back to anusviirg and Bindu, to the source of the
sound. One of the Sanskrit words for bull-go-also means both 'sound’ and 'sense organ.” This indicates
that Lord Siva ‘rides' His senses-He permits them to function but controls their movements perfactly and
that He moves with the help of Nada.""Moreaver, not only is LordSiva revered and worshipped as the
source of sound and music; in addition to that the Saiva Philosophy has a substantial impact on music

theory.

One of the finest and most influential texts on music named Songito Ratndkara which s ofien
translated into "Ocean of Music' is a compendium of both, Indian Classical Music and Dance was wriiien
by Sdrngadeva in the 13* century. Sarngadevaemphasized the dynamic nature of music and dance, his
orientation wastowards the proctical aspects of music rather than on ancient theories; though he explains
them wvery eloquently, As for Samigadeva, the term songitomesnt & trinity of vocal music, dance, and
instrumental music. But further down the ling, the term came to be known as music in general. This paper
also uses the term in its modern-general sense. In this mammeoth work, Sarapodeva has devoted seven
chapters to discussing the- theoretical and practical aspects of all three eluborately; It is one of the most
revered and authoritative texts in the field of sesthetics, especially in music. The seven chapters of the text
are:Svaragarddhydva which deliberntes on the sound system and the genesis of the human body along
withnddoand itsmanifestation in the body; Rigovivekddhydve pertains to rdpa, jdr bhasdngd-s,
Arivingo-s, wpango-sisome cssential theories of sodgita), etc thePrakirnckddivayadeals with the
performing practices. thePrabandhddhydyodeliberates on the compositions and poetic meter,

“Robert £, Svoboda, "Music” in Aghora Ii: Kupgalinf, (Brotherhood of Life, inc., 1995), 190,
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Tilddidveexplains variows sdla-s and it's theorles, theladvadhwdve is the descriptions of musical
instruments and lastly, theNarfonddhydvadeals with dance- it's theory and practice.

In this paper. | put forth the observations of the analysis of ane of the chief texis of Indian music,
Sangita Ratndkara. While analyzingwe find that alraost all essential clements and foundations in sorigito
are expounded or somehow related toSaivism. The term Saivism encompasses a wide range of
philosophies, to narrow down the scope of the study, it is essentinl w first get ourselves acquainted with
the veriaus schools of Saiva Philosophy and further, identify the schools which were of the strongest
influence miimw:wa

There are four broad philosophical schools of Safview, namely, Patupata, KatmiraSaivism, Virg
Salvism and Saiva Siddhdntalt isfairly evident that Satve dgamar had o great deal of influerice on
¢ finds thotSarngadevahas  borrowed quite a few philosophical fenets
ofNatmiraSaivionand Saiva Siddhdmtato explicate his theories KasmiraSaivismor Trika Sistra is so
called because it is & threcfold philosophy of- Siva, Sakti and Nora, of energies pard{highest),
apard({lowestiand pardpara (combination of the two). This system is comprised of three broad sub-
3 :Agama. Pratyabhijid,and Spanda. 1t is a non-dualistic philosophical tradition. Savae Siddhdntzor

|gamaniais a philosophical systemn developed and popularized by Tamil Saivites. It isa conglomeration of
the philosophies ofSaivadgomas, Upamisads, fourteenSiddhdnaSasma-sandiwelve TTrumurai-1 1t s
dualistic philosophy and affirms plurafistic realism. Thus, Sdrgadeva synthesizes both, the monistic and
pluralistic realism philosophies in this work.
Saivion as 8 Tradition:

In Indian tradition, it is customary to offer one’s reverence and worship 10 the Iadevabefore
beginning an auspicious work and for its successful completion and fulfiliment. Since Sargodeve
devotes all the propitistory { Mangaldedrana) verses tSiva in this work it is clear that his IiradevaisLord
Siva. The first Mongaldedranaof the text definesNadantu(having a body made of sound)Siva,
TSR AT g ed, T s T |
. T T ST AR AR Ao (SR, L.LI)

As he uses the Samdsokti Alankdra (figure of speech)in his work, the Mongaldcdrana can be
interpeeted in two ways, Le, one pertaining to musicand another obviouslyglorfyingSiva He uses the
word *Sartkara’, another name of Lord$fvaand des-ribes himas having his body made of sound or Ndda,
the primordial sound. The Lordis further described as the source of grdma-5. Now, these grdma-scan be
interpreted in two ways viz. the Agamic cosmalogical planes: theseven plancs of high consciousness-Bhi-
{oka (ecarthplane), Bhuvar-loka (atsnosphere plane), Svara-loko (celestial plene), Makar-loka (angelic
plane or Deve-loka) fang-loka{creative plane), Tapa-loka{austerity plane) and Sarva-loka(the plane of
realityland Naraloks, theseven hellish plone of lower consciousness- Atgla-loka / Put, Vitalo-loka 7
Avichi, Sutala-loka / Samhits, Talitala-loka / Tamisra, Mahdtala-loka / Rifisha, Rasdtala-loka /
Kuglmala, Pardla-loks ¢ Kikola. Another meaning could be pertadning 10 music, i.¢., grdma-s in terms of
musicology which is a group of swara-s, the three gramo-s accepted are: safia grama. madhyama
gramaand gdndhara grama.

As we move further in the Sloka, Lnrdﬂmindmnibudmhd:muffwmdiﬂi
Farpais implied as the division of society: Brahmana, Ksarriva, Vailiya and Sikdra and in the musical
context, it implies the tonal movements such as Sthdyi, Arohl, Awohl and Sofcarl/dtipertaing to animal
kingdom species; in sangita, il refers to the archetypes of rige-2The words swayam rdjatels used o
describe Stvaas the one who is self-manifest, which insinuates the “etymological definition of svara, i.e.,
the sound that is perceptible und delightful by itself™. He manifests in the heart-lotus (Hrpankaia)
which is also known as the andhata calrain the Kurgdalinfsystorn. He manifests a8 aumkdro or pronovag
mddain Bramhagranthi with the assistance of the mind combined with the movement of prdng The heant
arca.also has a significant value in musicology due to it being considered the arca of voice production of
lower pitch.

YSirngadeve, Seigito RatndkarooSarmyodove trans, BK. Shringy (New Delhi: Munshiram Manoharial Pubiishers

Pvi. Lad, 1999, 3,
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Apart from these, the first verse, in thind section, of the Swaragatddhvdyvaglorifies adda s
el W (AR ER A A 1

AT R | HR T R e T | S H 13.0)

Here, Sdrppadevadeciares nida as Brahman and the tinity stated in purdpa-s; Brokma, Vispu,
Maheia as being of the nature of mdda i.e. madaman The idea has been vindicated by Saint
Thyagardfo sKrti (song):Nadatanumanisam‘as welllt is very captivating 10 note that though explicated
in Songita Rumndtaradifferently; the concept of ndds manifestation can also be traced from
KaimiraSaivion comprehensively, Whercinthe power of Stve theX undaliniSaksimanifests inMGtrka
Which furtherproduces all the fifty letters present in the Sonskriflanguage. Additionally,she produces
three kinds of speech (vik), viz. Pafyanr], Madhyamd, Vaikharl The Bmdu present in the womb of
mother KungolinT expresses the synthesis of all appearances of this world and wisarga manifests itseil as

Neda,

; Similarly, otherbenedictory verseseulogize Dakgindmiirti, Nagardja Sdirvika and Pdrvafpati
Stvain Talddhydva, Vadwadhydya and Narfanddhvava Sarngadevaprovides the Asfa-Mirticonceptual
foem of Siva in this seminal work. That is, He manifiests himself in the form of Frofvi, Jala, Agni Viyu
Akafa, Sirva, Candra, and individual self. Another conceptual form of Siwis the Adhavan-Mirti, in
which he manifests himself in the form of Kalawhich correlates with Prihvi, Tatva is associated with
Jala, Bhuvana which relates with Agni, Varpe correlstes with Yy, Pada is associated 10 dkaigand
lasily, Mantra is correlatedwithSirya. “These forms such as Kald, Varna, Pada,and Manira are of great
significance in music, known to all,

Besides, according 1o Saiva Siddhdnta, there are three Universal realitics, ie., the Lord or
pati-Siva who has free will, is fully seatient and conscious; the individual soul orpaiu is half-sentient and
consciois, and bondage of pafais insentient and unconscious existence. Some scholars are of the opinion
that the whole Sorgito Ratmakargembodies these deseriptions. All propitintory verses are held to be
devoted to Pati-Siva, the pindoipatti segment deals with the jiva-pasuparl of Saiva Siddhdnioand sections
on vwidva and fdla is related 0 pdéa. It can also he argued that the pipdotparti segment is heavily
influenced by Trika Sastra.

Saiva Philosophyin Songita Ratndkara:

In this ssction, we discussthe plethorn of shreds of evidénce to substantiate the claim that
Saragadevaseconds and employs the philosophy of KafmiraSaivism. This philosophy claims that all
Mahahhiita-s are the manifestation of Stva and these pervade the whole vast world thai is perceivable o
us: even the subtlest of the object may there be. From complex down to the simplest of physical or
piychological things are a manifestation of Siva consciousness. The undermentioned Slokaof Svacchanda
Tantrapointsout thateverything that exists comes from Siva;to translate literally, it says where should one
go, when everything is composed of Sival

affrea arTs g 8 EaT TSy T, VA1)

Borrowing the aforementioned concepls; in Svaragarddhyaya’s section two Sdrngadeva deals

with the genesis of the human body- pindogpar, wherein he says the human body is a mere

M rdda tamemaniiam Satkaram

ramdmi md manasd firasd

masclakar gl SO

widas e vEraup viram

sadyoidndd paficavakirain

sarigeanspadian vans sgploneara

wicvdl ol vidalita kalam

vimala hrdaya tvdgardia pilom See: *Sri Thyagarajn Knithis,” Sangecthapriva.org, accessed June 17, 2021,

fe 5 cabarathinam, "Agamic Treatment of Mahabhitas in Relation to Mandalas and Arts.” inThe Agamic Trodition
and the Arts, edited by Bettina Biumer (New Delhl: Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, 1995} 41.
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conglomeration of five great elements or poficad@hdbhiior-s. Since the human body 15 composed of
poficaMahdbhito-y, therefore it has acquired quite & few qualities from them. The particular set of Sloka-s
(SR 1.2.56c-71b) which discusses this concept is explained as follows:

The sense organs present in the human body correlate 10 five elements. Sound, the capacity of
hearing, hollowness, permeability, intelligence, etc.are derived from Space or Akdia. The Vihuproduces
touch, the faculty of towch, in addition to that it gives rise to five types of motions, namely, linear
movement, upwards motion, downwards motion, contraction or shrinkage, and, finally, expansion and
extension. Moreover, Fiywmanifestscoarseness, weightiessness and the ten types of vital forcespresent in
our bodies, the five main ones are-Pranadpdng Somdng, Fedna andUddng, The five Upo-Prdpa-s -
Néga, Kirma, Devadarra, Krkara and Dhanofijaya.Of these, PrdpaandFydnacan be relsted 1o sorgito.
Pranais said to be “stationed below the root of the navel, and it operntes through the mouth, the nostrils,
the naveland the heart, and (thereby) causes the verbalization of speech, the inhalation, and exhalation of
breath and also sneezing and coughing. ™“Fromdgni, sight-sense of seeing, color and form, digestion, bile,
wrath, luster, and heat in the body which coauses perspiration, strength, courage, splendor and
intellectuality; is manifcsted in the body. Similardy, the faculty of taste, softness, relish, sweetness of
speech, coclness, fluidity, urine and all sorts of fluids are derived from Jala Further, from Frifvi, the
sense of smell and odor, steadiness, resilience, weight or heaviness, hair, bones, and all sors of hard
materials arc acquired.”

Besides, the mind is the component of the human body that propels kinctic energy or Agni. Mind
is assumed to be amnamay, andanna is identified with Prehvi and in its second-order meaning, it pertains
to the pafcaMahdbhiira-s.The earth also forms and serves as the base for all psychological and physical
activity.Many scholars believe the mind takes jts power of imagination (an important aspect in music
making) from its association with the carth element. Jala has a character of fluidity;"rasa being the
ultimate determining factor of propriety (owcifva) in all crestive activity and acsthetic delight or
enjoyment, bearing analogy with the sense of taste, its presence is all-pervading In music, these
three Mihabiiia-s are directly reisted and form the basis of iL"Mind embodies the beginning. pedma
mﬂindtmiﬂtudmnﬁuundv&tisﬂwmmtumﬂﬂdinmufwa.fﬁ!-:mi

Songita Ramdkaraenunciates that the will 1o speak originates in Atman, which is beyond these
pafcabidhabiita-sand that these Mhdbhita-s are manifestations of the Self or Amamwhich is one with
the Universal I-consciousness of Sivaas propounded in KadmifraSaivism. Therefore, all the sctions and the
will to perform an action originate from the Atman. Abhinavgupte, in Tanerdloka section 111 from verses,
237c-248b talks of the will and desire to produce a swara or a musical note, fike sagiaor to play an
instrument such as a drum, and 1o speak. These three auricular expressions are alwayscorresponded with
the three types of Fak in their maonifestation form in the physical-gross form, os follows:
Auricularexpressions of rendering a melody with the voice, on a siringed instrument or 8 wind
instrumentrelates to thePofyonilRendering on instruments such s drums relates o Modhyvarmdand
speaking correlates with Faikhari

Four elements, viz. Akisa, Vayw, Jalaand Agnthave utmost importance in this context and have
been explicated in the backdrop of the production of generl sound and musical sound in particular, Air is
the medium of carrving the sound, in addition to that it is also the instrument of the production of sound,
the reason being it hits vorious surfaces, Fire is also directly refated to this as it sets the motion of the

gir Further, some concepts in safgrtawhich are practically used can also be associnted with Mdhabira-

*$arngadeva,Songita RamdkaracSarmgadéva rans. RK. Shringy (New Dethi: Munshiram Muncharlal Publishers
Py, Lid., 1999) 59-60.

“Cimgadeva,Songits RatmdkaraaSdrnpadeva trans. BUK. Shringy 60,
“ Prem Lata Sharma, *Mahabhutas In Sanglta-Sastra with Special Reference to Yoga and Ayurveda.“in The Agarmic
Trodition ond the Arts, ed. Bettina Biumer [New Defhi: indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, 1995). 77, T&.
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5, High and low svara-s used are 1o be comelated with the warmth of Agmi and the coolness of Jala,
respectively, Moreover, the aspect of fluidity, free flowing, versatile nature of misic and the sweetness of
mddhuryanre allassociatedwith the nature of Jala The heaviness and the stability that are a requirement
for the rendition through voice can be correlated with the element of PriiviThe Prakirpakddindyact
S5a[%eita Rorakaradiscusses the five categories of a musician and states the importance of taking into
comsiderution the rafljakisor amusement of the audience;which pertains to colour and bhdva-s.
Conclusion:

We see in the course of this paper that quite a few essential elements in sadgita are explicated
through and in association withSaivism, either directly or indirectly. Deducing from these,it can be argued
and be verily concluded that;when one talks sbout philosophy present in [ndunmu.ua::.m:humdjums
and barrow concepts fromSaivion. If one asks about there being one icular philosophy that is vastiv
present and is all-pervading in the discipline of music;it has o be the Saiva Philosophy.In sbsence ofthis,
the theory of music would not be able to suffice and cannot be explicated.
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Abstract: The cross-culturnl theological discourses use a very loose translation of *Dharma’ a5 a
"Religion’ which is not just linguistically improbable but also irmational owing to the subject matter of
“religion” per se. Dharmic traditions are an over-arching umbrella comprising Philosophy, Psychology,
Science, Yoga, Meditation, Art, Music, Dance, Literature snd Temple worship. Whereas, in the religious
tradition of the west, theology forms its very essence. Dharmic traditions do not share this view, they do
have a theological aspect but that is only part of this unified whole of systematic knowledge. This paper
will observe the concept of ‘Dharma’ closely and seck to address a few questions pertaining 1o its
essentinl feature and dominant traits.

This paper primarily deals with three aspects of the Dharmic tradition:

o Tt will limit itsell toaddressing the ‘role of faith’ in the Dharmic raditions of India and the religious
traditions of the west out of their multiple points of contention. It will underscore how Dharma is an
over-arching principle that covers the aspect of faith which is the essentinl principle of the religious
tradition of the west but progresses to prove that it is that as well as way beyond that.

o It will highlight the significance of disagreements and debates in the rich literary and scriptural
heritage of the Dharmic trudition and observe that it is central to establishing the Dharma which is
ever-evolving, owing 1o the interpretations followed by these debates.

* |t will challenge the popular understanding of reducing Dharma to theological discourses and will
offer a counter view that Dharma is a synthesis of theology end scientific iempersment.

Keywords:Dharma, Faith, Religion, Debate etcetera

The misadventure of treating Dharma as a Religion: An Introduction

The need for translations in this diverse world is irrevocable but more often then not it has crested
a ruckus than solved issues, The analogy of the ‘Chinese whisper' can perfectly demonstrate the idea
behind such o misadventure. In the context of theology, tramslating Dharma as refigion is not just
linguistically improbable but alse irmational owing to the subject matter of ‘religion’ per se. Dharmic
traditions are an over-arching umbrella comprising Philosophy, Psychology, Science, Yopn, Medicine,
Meditation, Art, Music, Dance, Literature and Temple worship. It has o theological aspect but that s anly
part of this unified whaole of systematic knowledge, Whereas, the Western paralle] of the term, | call it
parallel, because | do not sec any possibility of their infersection is essentinlly & *way of Faith®. In the
Dharmic tradition as weill, the role of faith, or i we know it *Shradha’ cannot be over-ruled bat it is not
the determining principle.

It is n Law of Nature, also encompassing a certain ethical low, that is Law of Karma and is
impersonal. The maiter of faith, however, is restricted to a particular community, and some of its
principles maybe irrational as they might go against the Taw of nature.In the Dharmic tmdition, faith could
be & significant principle vet it cannot be the only reason to accept or dismiss anything. The highest
Purushartha, Moksha is also realized not just by faith alone but through Jnana. Faith may indeed help us
in cermin ways, but it does nottuko us to n point of transcendence.

The end-view of these varying traditions lay down a significant distinction and that is with
respect o the state of mind. Dharmic traditions, through priontizing Dhvana are advocating for the de-
conditioning of the mind (cittavrittinirodha) to reach Nirvana which is essentially & state of awareness
beyond the conceptual mind. Faith or Belief is the conditioning of the mind, no matter how good the
conditioning may be, it can never be the desired poal for the traditions grounded in meditation. They aim
to reach the truth with a mind rooted in silence and plunging 10 & sise beyond concepis or theories.
However, in the Faith-based tradition, one may encounter the concept of Salvation. It is basically a stz
of being free from one's sin and leading to a heavenly world often described in terms of physical

pleasure.
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In the Bildical tradition, the laws find their genesis in the authority of God and failing to adhere Lo
hits commandments will invite sanctions from God itself, whereas Dharmic traditions can very well
fimctinn without bringing in the idea of God The ethics of Dharmic tradition seeks o address the
universal element in morl sctions whereas theological cthics owes its entire existence to God,For
example, the Idea of Ahimsa can be understood in terms of respecting the sanctity of all life forms in
nature, and may not be followed just because God commanded so.

Debates and Dissgreements are central to Dharmic tradition:

Shastrartha is a significant take on Intellectual debates and can he traced back to anclent
india. The debates are often pertalning to Interpreting the philosophical and religicus elements In
the Hindu scriptures, called Shashtras, Multiple events of Shastrartha can be witnessed across many
Upanishads, thus sowing the seeds of Pluralism in the dharmic tradition. There is no ultimate path
to realise the truth and it can only bereached with a constant engagement of these paths or
interpretations in a healthy debate. One such is Adi Shankaracharya's visit to the house of Mandana
Mishra in lieu of a Vada Bhiksha, a polemical debate. In fact, Bhagavad Gita iz also a witness o the
disagreement between Arjun and Shri Krishna, the conflicted Arjuna is fighting against an enemy
that includes members of his family and a number of his friends. His Kinship with the enemy
becomes an obstacle to his life as a warrior. Lord Krishna begins by explaining the eternal nature of
the soul and asserts that it is his duty as a Kshatriya to fight this war and uphold the Dharma. This
Instance Is proef that God can also be questioned and one need not accept anything without
satisfying one's rationale. Gautam Buddha also observes, "Do not belleve in anything simply
because you have heard it Do not believe in anything simply because it Is spoken and rumoured by
many. Do not belleve In anything simply because it is found written in your religious books, Do not
belleve in anything merely on the authority of your teachers and elders. Do not belleve in traditions
because they have been handed down for many generations. Butl after observativn and analysis,
when you find that anything agrees with reason and is conducive to the good and benefit of one and
all, then accept it and live up to it."

The Dharmic traditions in Indiz have always Invited and encouraged debates and
disagreements and underscore their significance for a healthy practice of faith as well. No
scriptures are banned from re-interpretation, and No God Is an unquestioned authority. Every
philosophical and religious position is open both to criticism and interpretation. Even though
Dharmic traditions are not free from the malice of certain individuals, who may have interpreted
the scriptures to suit themselves, but this inherent quest for knowledge and unwavering rationale
has made the Dharmic tradition an exemplary case of self-reformation.

The Scientific temperament of the Dharmic tradition:

The Dharmic tradition does not employ faith alone as & (ool to sustain their following but also
mikesa direct appeal to the rutionale of the human mind. Just the Bhagavad Gita alone is home to
multiple theories of science and continuous research on it vields newer scientific theories,

MRS ey, S |
(Ch 7 verse 4)

I
“Earth, water, fire, air, ether, mind, intellect, and ego—all together these eight constitute My
separated material energies.”
It transiates into the relationship berween mass and energy. This verse is reflected in the theary
propounded by Albert Einstein centuries later. It alse seemed to have influenced Robert Oppenbeimer to
make ‘lirtle boy' & nuclear bomb containing tremendous destructive potential

After completing the experiment successfully, he revisited the following 'rme and said,
mgnﬂmw

Usafuar: Wit ( Ch 11, verse 32)

“I am powerful Time, the source of destruction that comes forth to annihilate the worlds. Even
without your participation, the warriors arrayed in the opposing army shall siop existing. ™
164




FH—13 FHF—13 grefAaT ISSN-(1975-2560
The existence of soul remains dominant principle in the entire Dharmic tradition, Gitg observes-

AR L
i ( Ch 2 verse 22)

“Jusl ey 3 man removes wom-out clothes and puts on new ones, so also the embodied Self leaves
worm-out bodies and adopts another body which is new.”

This verse pertaining to the immortality of the soul can be interpreted to understand the permanence of
energy in the universe which is neither generated nor destroyed,

A lot more literary support is available in the Dharmic scriptures that support the claim, that
though faith is an important component it is not its be-all and end-all. It underscores the significance of
the scientific temperament, invites disagreements, and encourages its re-Interpretation through polemical
d#hail:.Thmiﬁmm:wwmprmﬁmlhﬂlﬂnma,lthmmmmmwﬂm in arder to
fnllﬂwﬂwmmma,hcmm&ilhmau-p:wuﬂng law that one must abide by in order to sustain @
rghteous life and not a mere feligious commandment. '

Conclusion: The misguided translation of Dharma t religion has created more issues than it has solved.
It has reduced the Dharmic tradition to the theological tradition of the West which is grounded in Faith
alone, In the context of Dharmic tradition, the idea of Faith cannot be altogether ruled out but It is a mere
component of it all and not its centrai principle. One may be practising Dharma, without even ndmitting
the existence of God, Such a possibility exists only because debates and disngreements are crucial 1o the
Dharmic tradition. It invites disagreements and tries 1o engage them in polemical debates, thus further
evolving into a more reformed version of themselves by reinterpreting the scriptures. These debates and
disagreements are also proof that the mtionale of the society in India was inquisitive and would not
ndhere to anything only becsuse it was a commandment from God itself. This unfolded into the scientific
temperament in their scriptures as well. Many scientists find their inspiration from multiple verses in
Bhagavad Gita, Vedic mathematics is unquestionably one of the oldest known mathematical heritage.
Ayurveda is the oldest yet most evolved discipline of Medicine. All these sciences ure nothing but the
fruitivn of the rich scientific tempemment of the Dharmic tradition. To sum up, as Frederich Lenz puds it,
* Naturally, to follow dharma, we have to find ot what it is, You have to struggle with it, The answer
will not come casily. You will be swayed by your desires, conditioning, and those sround you who have
idexs about what you should do, what is proper, what is improper.” Dharmic tradition, in fact, asks us to
decondition ourselves, fight our impulses, and listen o our scientific temperament in order to seck the
ultimate truth-and be one with it.
References:

= Dr. David Frawley lectures on “Surva Dharma Sambhay (Are all Religions the Same?)

Bhagavad Gita
» Bhagavad Gita- a scripture of science by Milind Majumdar (htips:/timesofindia.indistimes com/
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Abstruct
In this paper, | put some light on the core functions of philosophy in the Greek period as well &

in 20® century linguistic Philosophy. My emphasis is to show how the variations occurred in the function
of Philosophy in both period and which is more relevant to define Philosophy. Is Philosophy only a
subject to study which gives lots of conflicting ideology or something other? These are some questions
which is put up while writing this paper. My special concern is to find the functions of philosophy within
the perspective of empiricisis epistemology and alse how emgaricism developed in the Greek period and
its significances in that time? Nature of empiricism gradually changes with time and o refined version of
empirieism is seen in 20™ century. In Greek period, Philosophy treated as 2 technigue to define the world
or nature &s whole. On the basis of their empirical experiences, they considered different entity to be the
ultimate substance through which this whole world is defined but in 20* century Philosophy, functions
and importance both changes. Philosophy meant for clarification of meaning, On the basis of analysis,
Philosophy clarifies the logical relations of empirical propositions.
Key Words: Philosophy, Epistemology, Empiricism, Scientific statement, Analysis,
Introduction ; Philosophy has vast area (o discuss, Philesophy developed in different parts of the world
and has its own importance and significance. Tt is very difficult to discuss all. So, my emphasis is only on
the philosophy which is called Westem Philosophy. So, here we see how the term *Philosophy'is defined
by Greek Philosophers. The term ‘Philosophy’ comprises of two words'philos’ and 'sophia’. The meaning
of ‘Philos” is love and meaning of ‘Sophia® is knowledge. So, overall meaning of Philosophy is “love of
knowledge" Plato, the father of western philosophy,said, *Philosophy begins in wonder” and“Philosophy
i« love of wisdom."' Weber said “Philosophy is the search for a comprehensive view of nature, an attempt
at a eniversal explanation of things.™ S0 in general,we can define philosophy as pursuit of wisdom, truth
and knowledge. According to Aristotle, Philosophy is metaphysics only but we can seo in the 20®century
Philosophy, Metaphysics s considered as nonsense. On the verification theory of meaning, metaphysics
is eliminated and considersd as nonsense.
Objective of the paper : The central theme of my paper to define what ix the nature of Philosophy. what
exactly the term “Philosophy® defines in the ancient time as well as in contemparary time? What are the
main objectives of Philosophy in ancient time? Reason behind its ongin and development. Did same
aims and objectives of Philosophy remained in 20%century? And finally, we have 1o see st what extend
this Neo empiricism 18 successful?
Methodology : While explanation of my content, | used amalytical, critical methodology. 1 do
comparative study between Groek period and 20® century philesophy. | used primary as well as
secondary sources to explain philosophical development specially in Western Epistemology with
reference to empiricism.
Functions of Philosophy in 20™ century : Linguistics philosophers affirm that analysis is the main work
of Philosophy. Philosophy clarifies the concepts on the basis of analysis. Philosophy is considered as
method or technigque. “Philosophy is to be regarded not as & body of doctrine, but as an activity. The result
of philosophising is not 10 establish u set of philosophical propesitions but to make other propositions
clear. ™ These are various attempts taken by different philosophers in western tradition to define
philesaphy. But no one was successful 1w give any universally accepted definition. Since philosophy deals
with large or diversified nreca, so it's very difficult 1o give definition which covers all area. In simple
lan il ive technique to study different areas.

guﬁﬁummnﬁimgl is mainly classified on the basis of time period but itis also divided on
anotheraspect called branches. Western Philosophy has three main branches. They are Epistemology,
Metuphysics and Ethics. Again, 1 am focusing myself on one branch of Western Philosophy named
‘Eptitemology .
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Epistemology : Epistemology s that branch of Philosophy in which we study about knowledge, niature of
knowledige, how it originates MEans SOUrces of knowledge and validity of knowledge and finally extent of
knowledge

Many Philosophers ulready tried 1o define knowledge. *Justified true belief” is called knowledge.
This definition is the most significant definition of knowledge in eartier time.At first, this. definition

mmﬂhnﬁrhrmhdgcujmﬁﬁudm:h:linﬂnhdﬂiniﬁmnhuhsimmmzhﬂtmﬂmm
limc.ﬁwm&mﬂlmmumﬂm%mymmmmm&wmw
mmmuﬂiﬂmdltinmuuwﬁ]asuutpmmmmﬂiniuﬂwidernfwiummnmmﬂz&
should be related to a single event or object. Otherwise, philosopherslike Gettlerdrawsproblem
inﬂ:::irﬁnuinnnfhmwludp.ﬁwrm"lmhﬁ:ﬂmﬂmﬂwmmﬂmfﬁdnﬂm‘uﬁﬁmfm
kmﬁng:hﬂam&dﬂnlhﬂrmmﬁmﬂ'HWhIm:hiﬁdmkmwheMmﬂy&mnuh:
sure of it, and thirdly that ene should have right to be sure.™
I also do critical analysis of whole tradition of Epistemology with specinl reference to empinicist
Hnwuumqmthrpmudhwummwdiﬁmmddﬂthpd_wdnum}ﬁhﬂmhﬁmInGruund
modern period. Very first in the early Gireek period, three Philosapher of lonia named Thales,
Anaximander and Anaximenes respectively considerad water, infinite and sir as the firt clement 10
describe the whole world formation. They considered these an basis of experience only. Some other

possibility of certain kmﬂnip.TMymlﬁuﬁm_ﬂﬁriﬂmdeMiiufmmmme onty.In
Gmhpm-inddﬁrnlimurmmirﬁlmm:nin Enﬂﬁuuﬂmmmhmammhwmh:
m-junf:llﬁing.“’simu:m}'lrdiﬁdmlnmhduﬁdnrnfmﬂhin;hilmmpmmmpmm.
ltmﬂmhﬂyﬂdmwm“mhﬂmm&rhhhnduquhylmﬂmmhﬂk
the truth for other. Neither can convici the other of errors, for if one sees things in one way, then that is
mwmmhﬁm.mﬂﬂmﬂh different for others. This imply that there is no any constant
truth which can be applied to everyone. mlhhnuinmufmymﬁm'.mrufﬂumﬂm
Hﬁlﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂfﬁmﬁhﬁﬂdlﬂﬁmhmwdmﬂrﬁuchﬂym that “no pure form is
pﬂﬂlﬂuﬂﬂmmmﬂﬂhpmihh." Means all object in the world is combination of both matter and
form. This also show the impact of empiricism but not in the direct manner.

Empiricism : Empiricism is 2 hranch of Epistemology, in which we pul SEnse experience in the centre of
our process of gaining knowledge. This is the main essence of empiricism, With time, the nafure ol

p]ﬁ!uﬁuplﬁﬂmﬂﬂkdnyuﬂmﬂin hierarchy is Scottish philosopher David Hume. All three are
known as empiricist phi!mﬂﬂmmrmﬂﬁmﬂumepﬂimmuﬁrdﬂﬂmmmdmddiﬂﬁ.
Similarly, empiricism develaped in different period with new modification. It is also true that emparicism
i not free from criticism in any period. Aildmm&ﬁuuﬁﬂmh:ﬁﬁtmwiuwm
all doctrine has its own importance and relevance. Itism:llutmpiﬁ:imwmjwuﬁmuhnd

world Execution of commaon sense is done on the basis of sense experience onlyand this sense experience
is-in the centre of empiricism. Empiricism has many significances in our daily worldly activities. But this
hmmmuﬂmhrﬂtmymﬂmﬂmﬁmhmhﬁﬂﬁby thern. Truth varies person o person.
Scientific truth is accepted by all becauss it is experimentally proved. Even though, ethical values also
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differ from person to person, society to society. These all shows the impact of empiricism. Empiricism
asserl that personal experience is only truth for iself. We are experiencing individual event bul on the
basis of induction, we assume that same will happen in fiture. On the basis of “law of Uniformity of
nature”, we can assert whatever happened in past will happen in future. On the basis of induction, we
infer universal statements, [t is seen in the past and present thit the Sun rises in the East. So, we easily put
assumption about future that, Sun will surely rise in EastBut,if wedemand on what basis we assume like
this, did it haveany logical base? Did past experience give any logical base for future event? It can he
asseried negatively. There is no any logical base for the explanation of future event on the hasis of past o
present event. We just assume on the basis of psychological habit which is developed on the basis of
induction. These are some problemsnormally occurred in Empiricism.

Empiricism incline itself on science because science supports it But on other hend, we can see
that science itself inclined on empiricism. Science declare their scientific result on the basis of experiment
only. This experiment is based on sense experience with seme scientific technique. Here, fllacy of
circulanty occurs, Sometimesense experience was unable to validate scientific stalements. Like. Arsenic
iz posonous, It never be proved by sense experience. If anyone did experiment of this scientific
statement, he is no more 1o say anything about its experience, Some universal propositions like All men
are martal, All Ravens are black, cannot be proved by sense experience. We are in the present, our
ancestors are in the pest, they said shout these propositions but no onesaw the future. No one can clsim
that same thing will happen in Fiture, It is also true that on the basis of induction, or an our psychological
habit, we just assume that same thing will happen in future, These are some loop boles where empiricism
fail to justify science,

Logical Empiricism :  There is great influence of mathematics and logie in 20" century philosophy. 20
centiry Brtish Philosopher AJ Ayer propoundedhis theory of LogicalPositivism, This Logical positivism
is also known es logical empiricism. Logical Empiricism is the combination of symbolic logic and
Hume's empiricism. Hume's division of Relation of ideas and mutter of facts. Relations of ideas are
tautologies, which is necessarily true under all circumstances. They a prior true. Matter of fucts are
factual proposition, It°s truth and falsity are determined by the means of experiences. Analytic ststements
have no factual context. Logical positivism says that analytic statement is a stiiement which is true by
virtue of meaning alone as — *a bachelor is an unmamied male adult’, One who kitow the meaning of all
these words know this statement is true, Bachelor is unmarried male adult. No other proof is required.
Synthetic statement like *Rose is red’. To know its truth or falsity, one had to do empirical verification.
Logical positivism established its ideology on two important objectives. First one is “Elimination of
metaphiysics”and second one is"Demonstration of natural sciences”, Metaphysical statements ure neither
analytic nor synthetic, therefore metaphysics is nonsense or meaningless, “The criterion which we use to
test the genuineness of apparent statements of fact is the criterion of verifiability, We say that o sentence
is factually significant to any given person if and only if he knows how to verify the proposition which it
purports to express- that is, if he knows what observations would lead him, under certain conditions, to
accept the propositions as being tree or reject it as being false.”'On the besis of language, we can't accept
or deny metaphysics, Metaphysical problems are beyond the scope of language, So, metaphysical
problems are pseudo problem. We can't say’ anything. By the influence of physics and logic they
questioned metaphysics. Theist accepts supernatural entities on the basis of intuition but A_J. Ayer denies
this also. He said that intuition is not verified in any laborstory through experiment. It can’t be proved
scientifically. Logical positivism formally began in 1929 with the publication of a manifesto entitled *The
Vienna Circle: Its scientific Outlook” written by Carnap, Neurath and Hahn, This pamphlet gave a brief
sccount of the philosophical position of the group. They only considered those Instances as valid
knowledge which can be tested on scientific parameters, These all said on the basis of analysis. Neo
empiricism clearly assert that function of philosophy is doingphilosophical analysis. Ayer said that to
solve the metaphysical problems is not the work of Philosophy. In earlier time, Philosophy was
considered a8 study of reality as whole. So, they tried to find the first principal to explain world or namure,
They considered philesophy as 2 speculative philosophybut Ayer clearly affirms that philosaphy is
critical andscientific hypothesis i in the centre of Philosophical analysis on which our worldly activities
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depend. On the basis of enalysis, philosophy clarifies the mezning. Ayer do mone emphasis on sclence for
its verification principal. Through this principle he efiminated metaphysics.
Conclusion : We can say that functions of Western Philosophy in 19™ and 20" centurycompletely differs
from Greek period Philosophy used as tool to analyse and clanfy the meaning of concepis.Ayer fs
eriticised by many Philosophers for its verification theory. Aver eliminate metaphysics on verification
theory of meaning. Verification theory itself wmable to justify the parameters on which it was
established So, Ayer do some modifications inhis book ‘Language Truth and Logic’in next publication in
1946, He gave different criteria for verification even though many sbsurdities cocurmed There is one
important philosopher of Germany Immanuel Kant said that we cannot know metaphysical entities with
our limited sense experionce and understanding. We cannot know, does no! mean we can deny the
existence of metaphysicel entities, it can be proved on the basis of moml grgument. His concept abon
metaphysical or transcendental entity i kmown as agnesticism. He said thal there are metuphysical
cntitics bt we cannot know them. Statements of transcendental reality & non judgemental. Nom
judgemental doesn’t mean non existence. So, metaphysics cannot be denied A statement of
FriedrichWaismanis “To say metaphysics is nonsense is non sense.” Bradley said, “the man who is ready
to prove thet metaphysics is impossible is a brother metaphysician with a rival theory of his own.™
Metaphysics and science move parallel. There is one famous statement of John Passmore: “Throw
1cs in fire and science go with it and iry 1o retain seience, metaphysics enters through the back

door.” So, one of the most central and devastating criticism of logical positivism is that logical positivism
with it§ doctrine of verifiability seems to ond up destroying the whole science. "It was in the very orea
where this principle was presumed 1o have its greatest relevance, in the science that its greatest difficult
arose,“Thereare muny philosophers who rejects elimination of metaphysics on the method of sense
expericnce. Metaphysics is the matter of self realisation. There is no doubt, eariier philosophy is called as
“first philosophy of theology’.

in 1970, Ayer itsell declared in & T.V brosdcast, Now Logical positivism is dead".Till at this
time, theories of logical positivism is itself’ become the house of controversies It broadened the areaof the
verification principal even though, & complele satisfactory principal could not established. But Logicul
positivism pave 8 new perspective 10 sec the functions of philosophy. By eliminating metaphysics, if its
whole verification principal become non sensical, then it is not right. ™ the verification principal really is
non sensical, if states nothing, and if one hold thel it sistes nothing then one cannot also maintain that
what it states Is tree”Ayerpointed out British Philosophers and said that they are also doing
philosophical analysis. So, analysis and clorification of meaning are only functions of philosophy, Bul
lastly, | want to say thatby denying the previous work of philosophy and concentrate only on Analysis
ond clarification, is not sufficient to explam philosophy. It is true that in Philosophy, every concept has
drawbacks or loopholes,bur it has fts own importance and relevance in their period So, it is good o
explain philesophy as holistically means whatever the fimctions of philasophy in Greek period is slso
functions of philosophy including functions of philosophy io 20 century,
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Abstract:

In this paper | will discuss some of the chief arguments from Richard Rorty's critique of
Philosophy #s a foundstional discipline. This paper will center sround the views from few of the
significamt philosophers which Rorty takes Into consideration in his one of the moat vital texts -
Philasophy and the Mirror of Nature' It will show that hov' Rorty dismantle the whole debate which
were indulged in problems related to mind, epistemology and philosophy of language. It will also discuss
the remedies which he suggests. In this regard, T will try to raise a few issues against his understanding
and try to relate it with Nagarjuna.

Kevwords: Philosophy, Mirror of Nature, Mind, Epistemology, Foundations Pragmatism, Relativism.
Insights on Rorty's Critique of Philosophy:

Introduction: Richard Rorty, ofien called a Socratic-Gadfly, known for refurbishing philosopher’s

Imuy:byumkingﬂumﬁmdmniﬂsdmtrin:nfphﬂmmﬂm He responds 10 the philosopher's so-

called perennial and eternal problems which revolves around knowledge clnims and concerns with the

knowledge foundations. Rorty considers these foundations as an attempt to cscape from history which try

to substitute particularity from umiversal and objective truth.

This is because mind provides the best representation of foundationalist conception of knowledge
which paves the way for gemame knowledge Philosophy is considered foundational as it adjudicates
mwhdgt_dﬂm!mdwmiﬁmughmmﬂmﬂfmnmpﬁmafhmwmdgnum
accuraterepresentation — deeply rooted in glassy essence — mirroring.”

and understanding the neture & possibility of language shows that how mind constructs and represent
things. Therefore, philosophy’s main concem in a way became limited to the general theory of
representation— who represent well/ less well’ masquerades of doing so.

Rorty thinks that this notion of accurate representation was deeply rooted in mental processes of 17
century{ which needs to be abandoned) and this Iater gave rise to 20° century debate where philosophers
were trying to keep philosophy “rigorous” and mscientific” fior secular over religious claims of knowledge
and this way,
“...pﬁ!fumphymuwhdrmﬂmmggtﬂcﬂ'bfnﬁauw!mwmﬂnimﬂndwmugﬁm“ PMN,3)
To show this, in PMN, Rorty explicates and questions some vital developments of his time and nims
undermine the reader's confidence in terms of a) mind, b} knowledge foundations, and ¢} notion of
‘philosophy’, especially analytical philosophy presented since the time of Kant. He thinks that all the
knowledge foundations and theory nfummnmm:dymsmp'ﬁupwwdmmhﬂsuﬂmmpu
to scrutinlze.

While confronting these big claims and denying objectivity, he refrains from calling himself a
relativist(PSH, xvi, intro) and considers himself anti-Platonists, anti-representationalist, anti-Kantian,
anti-foundationafists, and anti-essentialists. Its often said that he was trying to sbandon philosophy as a
whole but actually he seems to be demanding some constructive work instead of therapeutic in the
domain of philosophy.Interestingly, when we carefully note we find that while confronting them Rorty
uses his two-step strategy for critiquing foundationalism where he first sofiens up the problem by
hipnluizinglh:mmdﬂrﬁh:mmmﬂm;mblmmnﬂunl relevint so we can skip them.
Whmmha:numinndmmndmdixmndinPHH.ﬂmemumuwmmimli:ﬂmmimuf
nature and also a subsidiary target as it represents the world — major concern of cpistemology. This is
becamse knowledpe derives from experience and thoughts and both can't be processed without mind.
Dﬁ-:.u'tumdLuchwm:ummh-ramljmmnnihmiunlnnmdjfﬁremfmnunffumﬂﬁmulm
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epistemology — both can be justified only by seif-evident truths or self~justifiing menial siates and follow
from Iwo motives; .

(1) explanation of knowledge must stop soinewhere, and

{2) nnything based on untrustworihy foundations is itsell untrustworthy.

Rorty thinks that these ems wene further carried away by Kant too. The ssues concerning
mind were initisted from 17" century thoughts where philosophers hypostatized universals from
phenomenal and treated them like particulars. The contemporary issues of philosophy of mind which are
related (o pains and neurons too began from Plato and Aristotle.

Plato placed the knowledge of universals as the highest form of knowledge which imposea
dualism between the ordinary and changing world of becoming where we live and transcendent the
changeless world of being. This form of his is the original hypostatized form of universals where
universals are conceived as things. With this he setsmould for the whole mirror of nature problem. These
forms conceived transcendental world and trunscended physical world and talks about ‘eye of the soul’.

Aristotle’s hylombrphic conception — where subject becomes idenfical with  objects and
knowledge do not possess accurate representations because of grasping universals in one's infellect. So,
faculty which receives universals and embodies the in *separable’ matter which scparaies substance from
human body. Here, Intellect is not & mirror inspected by an inner eye rather mirror and eye are in one
l'ﬂtinllwmm&mﬂcﬁmmm&immiiwﬁm.ﬁmmiﬂ
isn't synanymous with reason then something other than our grasp of universals must serve as the mark of
mental, Rorty thinks that Aristotle’s substance was capable of existing separately but didn't have
functions unity

For Cartesians, intellect inspect entities modelied on retinal image and representations which sre
there in mind becomes the basis for modem epistemology. For Descartes, one may have clear notion of
extended and non-extended substance, but they are just a confusing idea of sense and imagination wiich
makes difference between mind-as-reason and mind-as-consciousness and the only commonality in them
is “indubitability®,"

For Descartes, it was clear and distinct perception for indubitability as the mark of eternal truths
which serves the criterion of mental. Descartes put pain and thoughts under one category of substance and
indubitability as the common factor between them and nothing physical. Thus, in this way he is clearing
his way where indubitability is no longer the mark of eternality. So, the statements like °1 am in pain’
doesn't qualify Descaries’s parameter of clear and distinct knowledge, However, Descartes provides us
metaphysical grounds of our certainty about our inner states.

While discussing what mirmoring is capebie of, Rorty dissolve the problem of reason and try o
free us from the notion of human knowledge - an assemblage of representation In the mirror of nature,
which later became a big blow to the cpistemology.

Descartes's invention of clear amd distinet ideas (attempted to overcome the charge of circulanty
and dogmagism ) gave rise to the notion of iwner representations where it aimed to know whether they arc
sccurate ar not by indulging into the nature, origin, and limits of human knowledge.” This later acted as o
fundamentsl confision between Locke and Kant as the 17%century philosophers missed substituting it
with epistemology and metaphysics. So, Kant had to fix the subject matter of philosophy and provide it a
secured paih Thus, philosophers started secking an answer for how's knowledge possible and
philosophy's task became to bring objectivity to the kmowledge claims which was carlier aiming ai self-
certainty. Due to this epistemology’s aim became 1o produce non-empirical and necessary tnuths.

Getting back 1o the Locke's confusion about justification and causal explanation, which were
led by presumption thai providing an sccount whers idess are built up from row materials and sre
presented by sersations, and then show that which of our claims are just and which are not. For Locke,
‘immaterial mblets are dented by material world' (tabuda rasa), so imprinting can make certain truths 1o be
conceived anly when mind percetves it Rorty thimks that more than imprinting the cbservation of
imprinting is important as all our knowing gets dane by observation only which imprinis.” This makes
Locke's impressions a mere répresentation which needed a faculty of being eware and judged instead of
just having them. He followed Aristothe’s footsteps to retain the idea of knowledge which: object like
entering the soul but wasn't enough to avoid the skeptical problem about accuracy of representation.
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Harry whows that how Locke problem centred around physiology and nous and how material abjects in
brain can be conceived enly by union of soul and body. Locke’s wblet goes through wide mnge of
outwird bedily perts, brain and then perspective mind and lastly reflective mind.
e whole issue of Locke was & shuffle between:

n) Knowledge as an ides that can oceur without judgements, and

by  Knowledge forming justified judgements

Just like Aristotle, Locke too lacked clarity of relating grasping universals to making judgements,
1o relate o receptivity of form into mind to construction of propositions. This defect resided in Locke's
empiricism which came into limelight when he admitted that qualified things are found in nature withowm
any constitutive action of mind,

This later led to Kant’s confusion between synthesis and predication where knowledge rely on
predicative treatments and transcendental ego which demands 10 relate itself 10 different representations
where pussively received intuitions— particulnr representstions, and actively spplied concepts— universal
representations and synthesis of both leads us o the judgements. Their synthesis wkes place prior to
experience- ranscendemtal ego and umiter it with one consciowmess, permeated 1o logical structure buili
on & prioti and allow us to justify knowledge claims.

Rationalist replaced these secondary quality propositions with those propositions known with
certsinty and made o epistemological concern between proposition and & degree of cerminty, Kam
confined himself to the Lockean inner representations where mind combined and compared idess but had
o logical structure of thought in a sensory conception of ideas, hence unclear that how predicative
Judgments are formed from such ideas.

Rorty thinks that insufficienteriteria of acquiring knowledge lead us to confusion which can be
escuped by heving access to history and mastering philosophical terminologies, ™

Kantian synthesis, needed judgments comprised of general & particular idea.™ This notion was
required to deal with paradoxical and unquestioned assumptions which were needed 1 insure that objects
will confirm to our knowledge rather than demunding conformity from us.

Rorty usserts that ifwe ke sentences to be true with Kant's predicative judgment and when we
nhserve “mirror of nature’, we tend to consider judgments as an expression of inner representations so
analysesis needed in order to defeat skepticism and ‘demarcate the scope of human knowledge. This
sssertion was sgninst Kantian foundation where synthesis of representations makes sense  when
predicition occurs, Rorty here thinks that if we sbandon representationalism, there won't be any need to
bother sbout addressing Kantian synthesis and explaining possibility of knowledge.

Kantion mistake wis about attempting to provide any representation account of predication at all, It dealt
with thit how mind reflects nature and provided philosophy a new identity in two ways:
I} By offering unifying theme between universal and particular and modifying them into a concepts

and intuitions. x

2} Re-invention of particular — universal distinction penerstes to mowe specific distinetions,
intuitions — concepts and analytic — synthetic.,, Which eventually became mainstay of subsequent
philosophical theorizing.

Rorty mikes a remark here thit the inguiry towards nature and origin of knowledge was & search
for privileged representation and with Kant it became search for rules which minds sets up for itself,
Diespite his besi atiempts Kant failed to free us from Locke'’s fundamental confisions of epistemology
between justification and causal explanation.

Even the post-Kantians later emerged as analytic philosopher and linguistic philesophers in the
form of garb of language talked in a same line of thought where they were just trying 1o offer some new
kind of objectivity by providing the theory of Truth, the theory of Knowledge, the theory of Meanings
and the theory of Errors. All of them were just trying to offer some sort of conclusive arguments to
philesophy which Rorty does nol support.

Now, often this allegation is made on Rorty that when he deny truth as universal and objective
then it implies that he favours truth in relstive sense and this provides us liberty to put Rocty in the
ciricature of relativist. Rorty responds to this allegation in an introduction™ o Philosophy and Social
Hope'and mention that generally relativist are known for standing against Greek distinctions between
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things in themselves and things for others. But Rorty instead eschew this distinction and instead shandon
projécts which aims to find something stable like Plato and Kant, Dewey too keep this platonic and
Kantinn distinction aside and 50 Rorry admire him prefer calling himself Pragmatist,

Sometimes it's believed thar what's made or inverted is often taken as found or discovered which was
waiting to be recognised. Also its mistakenly assumed at times that they discover instead of invent. This,
Rorty suggests that this made-found distinction should also be avoided just like absolue-relative and
objective-subjective distinction. Since pragmatist refuse all these sort of distinctions so they are even call
ariti-luclists, (PSH, xvii)

All the traditional foundations from Plato (o Kant were also part of this found-made distinciions
and pragmatists insist that these problems were made and not found so they can be unmade when required
by changing vocabulary. They believe that vocabulary useful at a time may or may not be useful at ather
time and deal with what's really there. Pragmatists suggest to replace this appearance-reality distinction
with more or less useful distinction as different purposes employ different vocabulary.

These pragmatist believes that human inquiry attempts to serve transitory purpose and solve
transitory problems. So they set aside traditional cartesian and Lockean picture of mind which secks lo
get in touch with reality outside the mind and too! for getting touch with this reality nre words through
lmngunge.

Rorty thinks that even beliefs and desires are pot prelinguistic modes of consciousness and may
ar may not be expressible in language. They are just sentential attitudes which asserts and deny certain
seniences. For pragmatists, beliefs are just o hebit of action and can be ascribed if we mre willing to affirm
cortain truths,

Considering our body is like computer hardware and beliefs are |ike software and concem is
whiether software accomplish its (ask properiy or not. Similudy, instead of bothering whether our belief s
ohowt appearance-reality distinction we need to bother whether they are good enough to gratify our
desires, This |s because beliefs remains true only till the time where no alternative befief is a better habit
ol acting,

Beliels ure teken as habit of action and words s tools bul none are treated us representation,
which suggests that in a way it demystify found-made distinction. This shows that our descriptions are
made only as per their purpese depending on how useful they are. Relativity of descniption 1s ground for
anti-represeniational view where knowledge rely €2 this parameter only where inguiry sims at utility for
us instend of accurate account of things in themselves. Our beliefs are formalated in & language which is
not just used to copy but also as o tool to deal with what's exactly there.

If we carelllly observe we find that human assertions are just a way of fulfilling human nesds
and don't have any supernatural power to lead us to truth (PSH, xxvii). The ides of universally shared
source of truth is called renson / human nature which is for pragmatist a mere idea that its capable of
being conclusive (PSH, xxxii).

In the interviews, Take care of Freedom and Truth will take care of itself”, Mendieta mentions
tiat Rorty's neo-pragmatism synthesizes philosophical and scientific advancement in the history of
philosophy. “ Rarty's prngmlla.m is o form of thinking that is more focused on practica! than theory,
Here philosophizing doesn't aim at discovering etermal or ultimate truths but to find instrumental
chamcter of ideas which allow to transform world,

In short, Rorty wanted philosophy to refrain from occupying central role which has been given to
it. He do not aim 1o reform or transform philosophy as he thinks that philosophy can transform stself iF i
transforms the world.™

Now If compare Rorty’s neo-pragmatism, Pyrrhonian skepticism, and Nagarjuna's theary can't be
put as anti-foundationalism for critiquing  dogmatic absolutism.

Nagarjuna is famous for critiquing dogmatic srguments of absolutism and comes close to middle path
(madhvamikapratipada) in his Moolmadhyamikarika. He's considered to be anti-realist, skeptic and anti-
foundationalist.

Some scholurs argues that as an anti-realist he can be considered 10 be Pyrrhonean skeptic. With
ghis view we can ses that Pyrrhonean skeptic position and anti-realist believes in things beyond evidence
ard knowledge must be according to it
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Certain sceptic also seem to be saying that ultimate reality is very different frum its appesrance, therefore,
we cannot know. Rorty is not this kind of sceptic as his scepticism does not believe in evidence
imnscendence things

Bath Pyrrho, Rorty and Magaruna can be seen as philosophers who rejects realism but do not
favour idealism. Nagarjuna become nihilist but not idealist after rejecting realism. In this sense we can
suy that scepticism can be called an inquiry mode of philosophical effort not to find out hidden reality but
1o call & dinlogue independently and corporately.

The whole hustle was because sceptic belioved that there's no possibility of knowledge because it
can't be had as it is. Buddhist belicved that “knowledge as reality™ which is 8 quest for cenainty is itself a
reason for sufferings. So, looking for conclusive argument is basically a cause of trouble for both Rony
and Buddhist.
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Every work of an possesses the capacity of transcending its materials and 1o create samething
new beyond the given materials. A work of ant does not present merely the combination of its distinet
elements, but it rises above the level of the physicality and matoriality, it transcends the mnteriality and
appears to us as an entirely new thing, When we sec a painting what we see is not canvas, paints and its
other elements put together bul a new image which is not merely the mrangement of its materinls but
created anew. If represents a new formy, & symbol, an image which transcends the real and it EPPeArs 63 8
whole which cannot be separated into its efements. Similarly when we watch & dance. we do nof see the
physical movements of a dancer but a crented image which lies beyond the physicality of the body.

Body in Aesthetics is not the given matorial body, it is something other than the physical, given
bady, it is a created body. This paper will focus on the topic of transcendence, of going hevond the
materiality in a work of art. Firstly, we will define some aspects which are common in every work of ant
like creation, image {or form), illusion, expressiveness etc. The paper will also discuss in detail one of the
ancient work of art, i.e. dance and the image in dance.

Creation
Why we use words like production and manufacture when we talk about things which we wse

ordinanty, and we use the word ereation when we talk of & work of art? Why making a shoe is regarded
mierely gs- production und & painting a5 a creation? Langer says “a shoe is a construction of leather, it has a
special shape...but it is still an article of leather” (Langer 1957; 28). Painting, on the other hand, does not
merely represent armangement of materials used. We do use different materials to form & painting, but a
painting doss not represent an amangement of its different materials but something else. We use the
materials 10 transcend the materials and by transconding them we create n new image. As Langer says ‘a
picture is made by deploving pigments on s plece of cunvas, but the picture is not g pigment-snd-canvas
-Structure’ (ibid. p-28). The artistic fmape is not imitation of other things; imitation is not the gim of
artistic creation. Langer says that a picture is only an apparition, an image which exist only for our
vision. It is.not real, it represents an illusory image. The space of the picture is not the resl space; i, what
Langer says, is virtual space, it has an organic form. “*Pictorial space is a symbaolic space, and its visual
organization is & symbol of vital feeling” (ibid. 35), What is created in painting is the virtual space. All the
materials were there, bul a painter creates an entirely new thing by using these materials. The creatad
painting exists in a different dimension from the physical world. It is an illusion. Langer snyy “the picture,
the spatial llusion, is new in the sense that it never existed before, anywhere, nor did any of its parts. The
illusion of space is created™ (ibid. p.29). Bur this illusion in art is not deception or delusion, it is not
created with any attention to decefve us, but it is created consclously and the aim of this conscicusly
created ilusion is enjoyment only and nothing else. Why we call sn image of art lusory and not real?
Langer says “1o call the art-image illusory is simply to say that it is not material, it is not cloth and paim-
smooches, but space organized by balanced shapes with dynamic relations, tensions and resolutions
among them™ (ihid. 34),

What is crested in all forms of arts is always seen as o whole. It cannot be segmented into its
parts; it appears to us as 2 unity. As Langer says “it can never be constructed by & process of synthesis of
elements, because no such elements exist oulside it They only occur in o total form. " (Langer 1967:

369,
Thus in all forms of art there is & new creation and this creation s an illusion. Materials are 1l
real but the created image is virtual. The given real matertals become transcend o present an entirely new

image, which is only an appearance,
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Exprossivenesa

In the previous section it is explained that an is 4 erestion. The second basic character of every
work of At 18 its expressiveness. Anlists creale (o express feelings, "A work of art is an expressive form
credled for pur perception through sense or imagination, and what it expresses is human feeling” (Langer
10572 15). But the word feeling here does not menn actual or psychological feeling, Langer siys thal art is
not the copy of feeling, but it is a symbolic presentation of feeling (1967; 373). Art expresses only ideas
of fzeling. Hut here 4 point can be raised against Langer's view ns she says that an artist does not express
his wr ber own feeling, the point of difference here lies in the view that it is also possible that an artist
represents his own feclings, his own emotions through his work of art. A painter can represents his own
lelt life of emotions by his painting. An wrtist can reflect upon what he knows ahout hiuman fecling and he
can also represent his-own feelings through his work.

The expiressive form of art is not like abstraction or generalization of particular things. It is not an
abstracted form in the way we abstract a shape from a thing, from ite color, weight ete. in an artistic form
all the matenals its shape, its color play an imporiant part and thus cannot be separated from i, These
farms zre not like the forms of Plato. Plato's form or ides exists before panticular things; they are eternal,
while particulsr things exist only as imitation or copy of these forms. For Plato, these forms constitute the
realm of reality. Arfistic forms, on the other hand, are not like the forms of Plaio, these forms are not
merely poor Imitation of other things. Aristic forms are images, symbols, though these symbols are not
real, but every symbol presents a life in it. These symbols are not static, these are dynamic symbols, and
they represent a living form. Living form, Langer says s “dynamic form, that is, a form whose
permunence is really o pattern of changes™ (1957:32). Langer gives an example of a quite river: she says
that " quite river has dynamic form....Its shape is static, but it expresses the dynamic form of the river”
tibid. p.19). A form in art is not 2 static form, it does not represent & static thing, bus rather it represents a
living form.

The image in art

The most important chameteristic of every work of an is image. What is created in art is not the
real thing; it is an image, an appearance. Many other words have been used by Langer to describe it as
semblance, illusion etc, This image exists only for our vision; it has no other existence apan from its
visunl sppearande. Langer says that this appeamnce, this otherness or strangeness from reality is the most
bisic charscter of every work of art. We do not pereeive the material objects in o work of art, because all
muteriality disappear in that created form and what we see is purely an image, In this way the materiality
is transcended to give rise to & new realm of illusion. This image, as Langer says, is ‘a purely virtual
obiject. Its importance lies in the fact that we do not use it to guide us 10 something tangible and practical,
bl trest it a5 a complete entity with only visual attributes and relations. It hos no others; its visible
chamcter is its entire being' (Langer 1967: 48),. The very stuff of semblance is illusion. But we cannot say
it unreal because we sce it, experience it. Here lies a difference between cxistential reality and
experientinl reality, The materials used in a work of ort possess existentisl reality, bt what an artist
creates by using these materials possesses only experiential reality. It is like rope-snake lllusion. In the
Advmits Vedants of Samkara, snake is regarded as real as long as it appears and rope is also real as an
existential reality. Snake is not real as it disappear when we come 10 Know it a5 a rope, but is not onreal
because the moment we experience it as a snake, it is real and it cannot be said both real and unreal, so for
Advaite Vedanta this is called anirvacaniva or indescribable, as we cannot describe it as real or unreal or
both or neither, The image, we can say, has only experiential reality, But there is also a difference lies
between the rope-snake example and an artistic illusion. In case of an artistic illusion, the created image is
regarded as real while snake in rope-saake is not real, Moreover we know the existential basis in case of
an arilstic illusion, but in case of rope-snake, we don't know the existential reality e rope, as the whole
problem arises becasuse of not knowing it as rope. Thus this companson holds only on the level of
comparing the existential and cxperiential reality, spant from this we can say that the two illusions are
different, as used in dilferent context and also to explain two entirely different concepts

langer says that the image of art cannot be described by Innguage. In Language also, we use
symbols, we describe things and their relations by means of language, but this language is discursive, on
the other hand, symbols of art are non-discursive. We cannot #nalyze an srt symbol into its elements, it
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exists as n whole. Langer has explained it by a beautiful example-‘as the convex and concave surfaces of
a shell may be noted as characterizing its form, but a shell cannot be synthet:cally composed of the
concave and the convex. There are no such factors before there s & shell' (Langer 1967: 369). Likewise
no elements of & work of ant exist separately before there is an artistic creation.

Langer, in some of her essays, has described the image of dance. We will review and explain
some of the important points of to deseribe how a dancer transcends his material body in dance,

What do we understand by dance? What we see when we see o dancer's dance? Dance does not

mean physical movements of the bedy, A dancer creates an image and this image is not Iike his physical
body, it represents something other than the given body. *...A dance is an apparition of active powers, &
&}"u..l.mi.cimml:'{ng:rlgﬂ:i}.mm“gh:druﬂdmp?mbcﬂhndrufﬂwdmmmtmw
the same thing; they exhibit two entirely different reaims. Physical body is real while body in dance is not
real, it is only un image, A dancer uses all the given materials to create something new, by transcending
materiality. Dance represents a virtual image. The physical body of the dencer is real but as Langer says
“in the dance, they disappear; the more perfect the dance, the less we see its actualities. What we see, hear
and feel are the virtual realities’ (ibid. p.6). When a dancer performs, we do not see separntely his or her
arms, legs, & dancer represents form in totality, that is why we say that physical body disappears in dance.
Dance, & it is a form of ant, also expresses feelings which cannot be described through language. In dance
u.m:linm-m-Wnﬂﬂfartmartisluiummlﬁshrﬂfading;nnwardty,ﬁnhlwnytn:aprﬁsm
inner feelings, to objectify the subjective feclings. Langer says ‘this image, though it is a created
apparition, & pure appearsnce, is ohiective; it seems to be charged with feelings because its form
expresses (he very nature of feeling. Therefore, it Is an objectification of subjective life..." (ibid. p.9).
The dynamic image is the very stuff of dance. Langer says that dance consists of non-physical forces
hemm:phy:i:nlﬁ:mdmppmrindmmmwiurdjﬂwinmwm“mhuﬂy
map];ﬂ'iﬁmAdﬂﬂ'ﬂhﬂhﬁrinﬂlﬂtmmmmw&dnmtmhﬂmm
hﬂymwmd&muawhﬂtmlmmmﬁmﬁsph}ajmmm
appears as an image, the dynamic image.

The movement of dance is called gesture. Lanper says ‘gesture is the basic abstraction whereby
the dance illusion is made and organized’ (1967 174), Gesture in dance is not real, dance gesture is
v-imntgﬂnﬂ':le_:m:lnndnweisiﬂmy.mnﬁmhiﬂuﬂy.ﬁﬂrfmmndhmh
i1]mﬂ.mmmmhhphﬁimlfmnﬂiltﬁulmwﬂm$wummem

Thus all forms of art have something in common, i the principle of creation. But what is
creuted in each work of art is unique. Tt is the stuff that differ one form of an from another, the stuff that
mkudr.mplﬂﬁwE:mﬁrvhtmlhmgenfawmknfmmﬁ:renmpluwmu}'ﬂmﬂwmﬁur
dance consists of non-physical or vital forces while the swff of painting consists of a virtual space.

Thus one thing which we find common in every work of art is transcendence from actuslity. The
ranscendence oceur not becanse of lacking something in the physical, given world, but this transcendence
Jnh:wyhui#mqﬂmmaﬂufmwrkufm‘ﬂﬁrhunﬂm:thnnm.mmvﬁﬂhmlhdmusmh.
Without this clement of going beyond the physical, the sim of artist would not be fuifilied. It is because of
this wranscendant element that makes every work of art a new creation and different from mere production
ufthjmE’Rhnmthiulnnuﬂnfm;uutnfmm&nhnbmmnmmymmnr
different materials and nothing else. To creale something other than the given, something new, o express
hmnfu:ﬂ:g,mﬂm:mimgnumummuuuﬂfﬂMEMhmﬁhmﬂmmNnuﬁm
creation would be possible without transcendence.

Helerenci:
Langer, § (1967), Feeling and Form. Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd.: London (First published in 1953).
Langer, S (1957), Problems of Art. Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd : London.
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Karma and Dharma: Differences and Relation
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Abstract:
This article is aimed to making an analysis of relation between karma and dharma In Indian
philosophy, we see both words have different meanings and uses in many situations. Here try to find
relation and exact meaning in the light of Bhiigavad-Gitd where some times use both word as a synonyms
but have different meanings. In purushirthas, they have different meanings but they are complementary to
cach other to attain finale end that is moksa In Bhigavad-Gita,we find svadharma that is similar to karma.
keyword: - Karma, Dharma, Purushbrtha, Nishkim Kamme, Moksa, Karmyoga, Duty, Will.
Introduction: Karma and Dharma bs the most discussed topic in Indian philosophy. Sometimes we say
Karma s Action und Dharma as a Religion bt in Indisn hought both wiord have different meaning
When a person does any act {physical or mentsl) is called Action and Religion is “Human recognition of a
Superhuman controlling power and especially of a personal God or Gods entitled to obedience and
worship” (concise oxford dictionary). There are many definitions, we find in Indian philosophy about
both of wond. But here | want to draw the relation between Karma and Dharma. Karma means what we do
any act wnd Dharma is what we bear. Here | am discussing about the relation between Dharma and Karma
in the Indian philosophy context.

The Bhagavad-Giid provides mainly the three sysiems of human values, namely, the Karma
(action), Bhakti (devotion), and Jhan (knowledge). Man is complex of Inellect, Emotion and Will; he is
being who thinks, feels and wills. Intellect has given rise to philesophy of Knowledige; Will to philosophy
of Action and Emotion to philosophy of Devotion. Gitd represent a unigue synthes:s of Action, Devotion
nd Will,

Karmayoga teaches us how to work for work’s sake, being unnttached to it The philosophy of
Rarmayoga is that, one is entitled 1o work alone, and not to its fruite. So never work for fruits, not vet
desist from work (Nishkiima Karma), Act in such a way that your action shall not bind you. It is not
renuncistion of action itself, but remmciation of the longing for the fruit thar is secret of
According to Bhigavad-(itl, eny action mental or physical is called Karma. So Krshne suid in the Gits
that no one can remain absolutely inactive even for & moment. When arjuna denied fighting against
siblings, he was in dilemma what is Good or Wrong. Is he not going o fight for selfishness?

In Gitd Shloldis_

“Aho Bata mahat pipam kartum vynvasii vayam|

Yad rijya-sukha-lobhena hantum sva-janam udyatih!!"

It means, - “Alas, how strange it is that we are preparing 1o commit greatly sinful scts. Driven by
the desire W enjoy royal happiness, we are intent on killing our own Kinsmen®™,

Arjuna said, | am confused about my duty and have lost all composure because of miserly
weakness. In this condition | am asking you to tefl me for cerain what is best for me. Now [ am your
discaple, and a soul surrendered unto you. Please instruct me.

Sri Krsna says that considering your specific duty as a ksatriva, you should know that there is no
better engagement for vou than fighting on dharma principles; and so there is no need for hesitation. if
however, you do not perform your dharma of fighting then you will certainly incur sins for neglecting
your duties and thus lose your reputstion as a fighter. Krsna says, “do thou fight for the sake of fighting,
withow considering happiness or distress, loss or gain, viclory or defeat- and by so doing you shall never
ingur sin”, Sri krena told Arjuna in the Bhipgavad-Gitd that men and women are destined 1o work that is
“Svadharma’. His advice was; plunge into action and fight in the spint of non attachment. As regard the
result, one should not think of it. The illuminated or the wise person docs not work for result. The
Bhigavad-Gitl says-"to the work alone you have the right, never to its fruits”. Do not let the fruit of
action he vour motive, and do not aftached to non action, The total renuncistion of the world for
attainment of higher good is not the intension of Gitlh, although it is recommended in Ashram Dharma of
Hinduism. So what is needed i not renunciation of action, but its fruit. We have 1o do our duties properly,
but the desire of selfishness must be suppressed.
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Concepts of Karma and Nishkim Karma of Giti are linked with the concept of Svadharmu
Svadharma, sccording 1o the Gith, is one’s own caste and order of life The duties of the four casies
{ Varnadharma) are elaborately dealt with in the Gitd Accordingly, one should take up the dutles of life as
they are, and try to do them with the highest motive, that iy, the attsinment of the Lord. And for this, man
has to pass through certain physical, mental and moral discipline. Dharma is essence or prime tendency of
8 society, person ar object, for example; dharma of a pen is to write, dharma fan is to produce air, dharma
of ksrtiva is o fight. According to S Radhakrisanan; “we may define dharma as the whole duty of man in
relation to the fourfold purposes of life (dharma, artha, kima, moksha) by members of the four groups
{caturvarna) and the four stages (caturashramaj”™.

Dherme, defined as a person’s duty to the divine, is a human's way of making the world run as it
ehould- o halance of good and evil. Desire negatively affects Dharma, for a person's desire often
interfaces with the will of the divine. Karma is similar to Dharme in the sense that i1 involves action
Dharma, however, defines what sction o take, where Karma wkes into account negative and positive
action. Selfless scts add to the positive, while selfish actions add 1o the negative. Karmn determines the
cyele of birth and death that one will face in the physical world. Krsna, in the Gitl, defines karma as a
force “risen from the Veda™. he states the the Vedd's are “imperishable™, therefore Karma, to, s

Purushartha is the key coneept in Hinduism and refers to the four proper goals or aims of a human
life. The four purushirtha pre Dharma (righteousness, moral values), Arta (prosperity, economic values),
KiEma (pleasure, love, psychological walues) and Mokshe (liberation, spiritual valves, and self
actualization), All four purushartha are imponant, but in cases of condlict, Dharma is considered more
important than Artha and Kama in Hindu philosophy. Moksha is considered the ultimate goal of human
life. In Bhigavad-Gitg; purushartha as “material religiosity, cconomic development, sense gratification
and a1 the end, the atempt 1o become one with the supreme,

Dharma signifies behavior that are considered to be in accord with Rea, the order that makes life
and universe possible and it includes duties, rights, laws, conduct, virtues and right ways of living. Kama
signifies desire, wish, passion, emotion, pleasure of senses, and the sesthetic enjoyment of life
etc. Without Dharma, the pursuit of Kiima degenerstes into 8 passion. Without Dharma, Artha degenerates
into acquisitiveness and greed. Without Dharma, Kima beconmies viisana end Artha becomes Anartha,
Hence Dherma is the only imperative 0 guard Eoth Kima and Artha 50 that one can aftain the trans-
empirical value, the highest value of life, Moksha. Kima is considered the root cause of suffering. Kama
is alsp understood in the sense of nttachment. Kama for dharma inspires us o live a life of righteousness
and perfection. The Bhigavad-Gith does not disqualify sttachment all together because without
attachment no work §s possible. Our attachment should be pursued through a sense of detachment. The
Bhagavad-Gith identifies Arjun’s improper attechment to griel which ks not expected from wise person

The ultimate goal of life is to attain Moksha and first three purushirtha helps o get the end.
Without Dharma, Action is directionless which leads to wrong end. Bhagaved-Gith enumerates the ethical
di;ﬁphmmryﬁ:rduhlgtﬂﬂw[ﬂ#mditm:sﬁmudhmmﬁumﬂ teachings of
Hﬂgﬁtﬂ-ﬁhlmb:bmﬂﬁnllymmﬂﬂhﬂﬁlmmarﬁmﬂeﬂm'ﬂ is meant to lift the
aspirant from the lower levels of renunciation, where objects are renounced, (o the loftier heights where
desires are dead, and where the yogi dwells in calm and ceaseless contemplation, while his body and
mind are getively employed in discharging the duties that fall 1o his lot in life.”

Concluston: Karma is the lifeline of & human being that accompanies a person from birth to death snd
provides him a direction to fead & substantial life. Whether one believes in another life or not, Karmas are
always the asset of one's life journey which the person does deliberately. But to attain moksha is to do
action in right way. The right way and discipline comes from the Dharma. in metaphor, we can say thal
dharma is & map of an agent who is performing a duty/action.
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Being human, | have so many aspects of my life, in which the religious aspect also is part of
fuman life. As we know from history, the dominance of religion to shape human life has been major be it,
Harappan civilization or Egyptian civilization and so many civilisations are full of the tale of religion, No
one escapes from this, even when we read about the medieval period of history we found that enormous
massacres and wars came about in the name of religion. When we philosophizing the term religion which
reflects the meaning that is unparalleled the history or when we try to understand the differences between
religion and dharma. As we know dharma has not reflected the meaning that refigion reflects. But dharma
term uses in a very deep sense rather than & religious term. Here | take the meaning of religion in the form
of dharma and try to understand what makes sense w0 religion, that is, the "consisting of some things"
which we can say religion/dharmii. And when I attempt to understand in the term of sense is only related
to humans. So this paper is devated to finding a connection between some religious state of affairs aspects
with humans as well. Because the mesning of religion/ dharma is less vitsl than how a religious person
lives life, be it a theist or atheist So meaning defines by how to live our life rather than according to the
religious terminology what the religious person is. _

So my first question is that what is ‘consisting of things’ which we can say religion/dharma?
World is comprised of a lot of things including humans. In the Indian context, the besutiful expression of
dharma (religion) is that everything in the world has contained dharma, and no one escapes from this, be
it tiving things or non-living things. In the western context, religion has a different form because it is
more related 1o the group of people who follow a particular beliefTaith, but in India, along with following
a particular belief or faith, more emphasis than our living patterns. In West, however, also have religious
living patierns, but these patterns do not decide what is meant to be religiows. So here s a high emphasis
on what is to be religious, then after nccordance to this what the possibility of a living patiern of &
religious person. But as you see in India, the dharma reflects the meaning of the style of living of people.
So first thing consisting in religion is living pattern or style of Tiving of people which is different from a
non-religious™ living pattern. So the relutionship between the living pattern of a religious person and a
non-religious person (including environmental entities) both are different as we see in daily life. Here |
am emphasizing, is any religious person can be religious at both levels. - the level of linguistic™ and the
level of style of living. What are the criteria for the style of living of a religious: person? And which is
major in both? All religious terminology defines the living style of a religious person. They belicve in
mystical experience, the experience of revelation (these truths cannot be known by reason alone, and are
known only because the divine has chosen to reveal them) as we see, at present, that some religious
people have claimed experience divine truth, faith in o particular deity. The main fact is all term is related
to spirituality which is meant to beyond reason. Sa,

. A.mh-mvwiﬁisnmltnbnrdigiumh.udnumhﬂminmydﬁuudhhmhrﬂ]mﬂ
belief without & proof { proof with our intuition or inner voice, not external experience)

* Hare ‘non-refigious’ term is used nat only in the human sense but also in the context of environmental entities
because the religious style of human life is not like water, tree, any animals and not living things etc. but these
entities contain specific dharma, for instance, water tendency to cold something, fire tendency to heat something.
And that's why we know them because they essentially follow this specific dharma of theirs.
“ At the level of inguistics, the refiglous mulmmmﬂmmhﬂdﬁm fram holy book and at
this level, a non-religious person also can know this. But the question Is wha would we call a religious person at
this level? ]
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* B group docs not know sbout what il meant 1o be religious but believes in deity, mystical
experience, the experience of revelation and following a particular faith (which may be irrational
because faith is beyond 1o reason)

So the *A’ group reflects the linguistic level and the *B’ group reflects the level style of living bt
we also consider the *C" group which has both levels. So defining who is religious is the most difficult
task because each person claims themselves be religious. ‘C* type of group is more ethical because they
define what is to be religious according to the living pattern (this is typically that this group experience
self realization rather than divine voice) a5 we see in Shankars philosophy and also in Buddhism. The ‘B’
type of group (believe in revelation or mystical experience rather than self realization) is considered
fatalistic becuuse they believe in faith there is no room for reason. *A’ type of group defines religion at o
linguistic level but the expression of the religiouws term is not very clear. Semantic religious is form of the
mixture of “A’ and “B* group but the following the characteristic of ‘B" group,

So the state of affairs of a religiows person hinge upon the person following which the group
because religion means is vary from diffierent group, So my paper focus on what the connection between
religious state of affnirs with humans which makes a religious person. In which we find that it is more
related to spirituality but this make not sense if you not follow in religious living pattern,
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