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S

CT: Education system is the backbone of nny country for its prosperity. Education
the movement from durkness to light, to replace empty mind with an open one. The
mcture and implementation of a country’s education system shapes the future generation
od i thus land mark of its development. The foundation of every country is the education
of & vouth. Education Policy gives a society a concrete system to help youth for building
or career ond be successful. Lord Thomas Babington Macaolny introduced English
-ation in India in the 19th century. Though afler independence, the country revealed on
jor exercise of sharing up its educational infrastructure with the establishment of
ities and research centre, the framework of colonial educational system was not
. This put in place an educational sysiem which was not in tune with the consciousness
nnugmt nation trying to create a place for itself in the community of nations. Sni
indo had stressed upon the need for the creation of an educational gystem which
4 liberate the Indian mind from the shackles of the western parndigm of thought. The
ajor policy initintives in 1968 and 1986 to review and revise the educational policy of
umlim'd within the pamdigm of the Western philosophy of education, The new
sation palicy 2020 marks a departure from this colonial tradition by making mainstream
-.miﬂrms of a new and resilient Indin. The philosophy of Sri Aurobindo Ghosh is
st 10 the India which needs to seek overall development of n child in all the spheres,
1z ability, moral independence ete. Our educators create the future, hence they should
Fnd it globally and-implement and leam locally. Thus, New Education Policy 2020
mirror image of Arnbindo's Education Philosophy which is discussed.
TRODUCTION: The NEP is a policy formulated by Government of India to promate
§ regulate ecucation in Indin. The policy covers elementary education to higher education
both rirel and erban India. The first NPE was promulgated by the Government of India
w Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 1968, the second by Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in
1986, and the third by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 2020.New Education Policy 2020
Srmgs about several major reforms in education in India. Among the major reforms, the
2 structire in the schooling system has been reploced by n 5434344 structure. It will
de 12 years of schooling and three years of Aanganwadi and pre-schoaling.
Sri Aurobindo had stressed upon the need for the creation of an educational system
=k would liberste the Indian mind from the shackles of the western paradigm of thought.
pwo major policy initiatives in 1968 and 1986 to review and rovise the educational
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policy of India remained within the paradigm of the Western philosophy of education. The
new edocation policy marks a depariure from this colonial tradition by moking mainstream
the aspirations of & new and resilient India.

Sri Aurobindo made a five-fold classification of human nature ie. the physical, the
mental, the psychic and the spiritual, comesponding to five aspects of education- physical
education, vital education, mental education, psychic education and spiritual or super mental
education. He suggested integrated curriculum for students which include activities,
experiences, and subjects. Activity, observation and learning by doing Is what leads to self
discovery rather than learning. Also teachers should be the light to show the path, which o
student has 1o cover by himself His educational philosophy holds key to improving our
present education system. Decreased morality, low cognitive abilities among stodents needs
urgent reforms. All round development which Aurobindo suggested with focus on vocational
education, creativity, compulsory education from 6-14 years, stress on both science and
humanities with spiritunl edacation will inculcate values in students with improved cognitive
ubilities.

OBJECTIVES OF NEP 2020: The effectiveness of any educational policy depends
primarily on its shility to address the basic objectives of education and the needs of the
community and the nation. Till now, education stood on its head; the NEP 2020 seeks 1o
plant it on its feet i.e., it gives up being producer-of-information-centric and centers upon
the leamner instead. NEP 2020 aims to provide infrastructure support, innovative education
centers 1o bring back dropouts into the mainstream besides tracking of students and their
learning levels, facilitating multiple pathways (o leaming involving both formal and non-
formal education modes and associntion of counsolors or well-troined. New Education Policy
2020 Highlights: Key takenways of NEP to make India & 'global knowledge superpower’
New Education Policy 2020 Highlights. There are seven salient features or objectives of
the announced National education policy apart from what is clearly evident in its
documentation and which are in perfect harmony with Government's previous mitiatives
since 2014. The NEP 2020 announced by Ministry of Education, is a welcome move for the
countrymen, It emphasizes on holistic multidisciplmary education for future nation’s
stakeholders. There are Seven Salient Objectives of the announced National education
policy apart from what is clearly evident in its documentation and which are in perfec
harmony with Government's previous inttiatives smee 2014,

Self - Reliant India

Sustainable development gouls

Education as Economy booster

Internationalization of Higher Education

Digitalized pedagogy and classrooms

A layered Accreditation system

Equipping teachers with Iatest Technology and Education Methodology
ARI.I’BIHBI‘J S PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION: Sri Aurohindo, an educationist, n
political activist, philosopher, vogi, and spiritualist has laid ideas on education which are
relevant in modern education system. His educational philosophy is aimed af the overall
devglopment of body; mind and the soul, Sri Aurobindo's ideas on education are as follows:

NP E N
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1 Human natore: He classified human nsture in to the physical, the mentul, the
psychic and the spiritual, corresponding to five aspects of education- physical
education, spiritual education, vital educstion, psychic education and memntal
education,

Spiritual development: He aimed at development of Iatent powers of the child
and developing him spiritually.

: Yoga: He taught about the integration of inner self o the supreme through voga.

4 All round development: He wanted all round development of every individual
His curriculum included subjects like science, mathematics, reading, writing,
phitasopiy, ete, along with development of spiritual experiences.

L4 Teacher as a guide: Teachers should only guide students and the latter should
learn through activities and self discovery.

e Rejection of fear: He discarded punishments and fear inducing tactics in tesching.
Sri Aurohindo wanted to prepare an individual for his future life. He gave importance

to national integration, international mtegration, value education and formal and non-formal

programs in rural and unorganized sector. The Scandinavian countries fike Finland have n

concept of "phenomencon-based leaming” which has many similarities with Sri Aurobindo’s

wdens. Indid is far behind regarding educational concept and ideas of Arubindo’s philosophy
which can change the Indian education scenurio,

CONCEFPT OF ARUBINDO'S EDUCATION PHILOSOPHY AND NEP 2020:

Aurobindo's Philosophy of Education is bsed on an experienced integration and the salientt

phases of his education philosophy have been inculeated in NEP 2020, which are explained

L Awakening of the individual as spiritual being which is the guiding principle of

' Shri Aurahindo's education philosophy.

2 Fivefold classification of human nature: He led five criterin ie. The Physical,
Mental, Psychic, Spiritual and Vital nature of human being which corresponds o
five aspects of education that is physical, vital, mental, psychic and spiritual or
super menial education.

3 Integrated Curriculum as an educationist he stresses to philosophy of integruted
curriculum for the students which includes activities subjects and spiritual
experiences all in a unifying hole.

! Activity method - it was tho first to suggest activity method for teaching observation
sell discovery discussion method learning by doing and self experience.

The relevance of Aurobindo's Education Philosophy for the present India: This
Seory was given in 1937 and yet it is relevant in respect of all round dovelopment of a child
wd the NEP 2020 is the mirror image of Aurobindo's education philosophy. Compulsory
ion st least up to age of 6-14 years, lifclong and continuous education, vocational
education, study of science and technology, litersture should be contributed in the education
which has given place in NEP 2020. He viewed for preference to national and
ssternational integration, value education and non formal progress for rural and unorganized
which helps in providing self and rural employment. Hence the education philosophy
Aurobindo's is o synthesis of Idealism, Realism, Pragmatism and Spiritualism which
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is seen s A mirror image incorporated in NEP-2020, This education philosophy is relevan
for the overall development of a child in all spheres like reasoning ability moral independence
which is key point for progression of India,
CONCLUSION: Indian educations] institutions must move away from subject-oriented
leaming and adopt his methods to improve overall development of students m every sphere.
Sri Aurobindo had stressed upon the need for the creation of an educational system which
would liberate the Indian mind from the shackles of the western paradiem of thought The
new education policy marks a departyre from this colonial tradition by making mainstream
the aspirations of a new and resilient Indin. Sri Aurobindo's thoughts on life in general and
on cducation in particular are not merely imporant 1o teachers or students but they are
equally important 1o parents, academic administrators and to the soclety at large. Sri
Aurobindo's thoughts on education focus upon the essence of the human mind, the traming
of the senses, and development of the mental and mitellectual capacities. His thooghts
emphasize upon the development of the pupils by giving them freedom to realize what is
The need of the hour is to help the students to grasp the essence of the capacities
within. It is therefore essential to truin educational rdmimistrators o understand the purpose
of the sume, His educational philosophy holds key to improving our present education
system, Decreased morality, low cognitive abilities among students needs urgent reforms.
All round development which Aurobindo suggested with focus on vocational education,
creativity, compulsory education from 6-14 years, stress on both science and humanities
with spiritual education will inculcate values in students with improved cognitive abalities.
Though Sri Aurobindo given this philosophy of education in the carliest decades of twenticth
century, it is relevant today's modern era and education system also. He given the importance
of one in all round development- intellectual knowledge, develop the spirituality, increase
the curiosity n science & technology , self-development which is relevant and essentials
for today also. The main aim of his philosophical education is to prepare oneself for future
who will be ready for any unforeseen circumstances. Though the idea was propagated earliest
twentieth century it will always relevani for modern society and education system.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: My heartful thanks to my mentor and guide Dr. H. 5. Alreja,
Assistant Professor, Department of Philesophy, Govt. Digvijay College, Rajnandgaon, C (i,
for his support and valuable suggestions and guidance without which this paper was not

possible. .
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